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NURSING NOTES. 


EXISTING NURSES. 


By an amendment passed in the House of 
Mommons on Wednesday last admission to the 
nglish Register of Nurses has been made wide 
penough to admit any nurse with three years’ 
actice before November, 1919, who, even if she 
as very little training, or none, can prove her 
fompetency. The Parliamentary discussion is 
Reported on p. 604 and the whole matter is discussed 
a special article on p. 602. A statement from 

me College of Nursing is also published. No one 
expected such a tremendous change which goes 
ther than the most ardent advocates of the “ ex- 
Bung nurse " could wish. But Parliament insisted 
aliteral interpretation of the Act which specially 
Mentions three years practice. At the same time 
regulation may not be so disastrous as some 

a the nursing leaders are inclined to think, and it 
yy removes many cases of hardship. 
misting nurses (and there are many) who really 
excellent nurses and were hitherto debarred 
feason to be grateful to Dr. Chapple and 


| 
| 


other medical M.P.’s andfalso te Miss Herbert 
(herself a fully-trained nurse) who has spent an 
enormous amount of time and trouble and money 
to bring about more generous treatment for them 
It is not Miss Herbert’s fault that she asked for a 
very reasonable inch and was presented by 
Parliament with’an unwieldy ell. 
THE G.N.C. ATTITUDE. 

THE proceedings in the House left the members 
of the G.N.C. in a state of some bewilderment 
when they met two days afterwards. The Chair- 
man has seen the Minister and is finding out what 
can be done. Members were indignant that their 
decision should have been over-ridden. The G.N.C. 
alwavs seems full of troubles, but this is the greatest 
it has had to contend with so far. 


IN A NUTSHELL. 

Ir is difficult to put the conflicting views as 
to the legal position in a nutshell, but we must 
try! The average opinion in Parliament seems 
to be that as specific mention is made in the 
Registration Act of three years’ practice for 
existing nurses, therefore any attempt to lay 
down such a figure as 20 years is against the 
Statute. On the other hand the G.N.C. view ts 
that Dr. Chapple’s motion, by laying down the 
evidence of competency to be accepted by thr 
Council, is interfering with the powers ol the 
Council as defined in the Act and is therefore also 
against the Statute. Hence the references to the 
“ legal position.’” We must await developments 


URGENCY OF IMMEDIATE APPLICATION, 
ALL existing nurses who desire to register, and 
those who have applied before and been refused, 
must apply without any delay for a form to the 
Registrar, G.N.C., 12, York Gate, London, N.W.1 
This form must be filled in and returned before 
Juiy 14th. The production of certificates, etc., 
may be left to a later date, but the completed 
application form must be in by that date. 


MENTAL MATRONS’ ASSOCIATION. 


WE think that the founding of an association 
of mental hospital matrons (reported on p. 608) 
is a great and momentous step, in which we are 
proud to have taken a share. For many years 
we have realised the need for it. Mental nursing 
has its own problems and it is essential, especially 
now, when registration and affiliation will give 
mental nursing its rightful position, that a strong 
representative body should voice its considered 
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long the 
to protest 


and authoritative opinions. For too 
mental nurse has been dumb, and unable 
against a good deal of misrepres ntation and lack 
of s;mpathy. Mental nurses still sutfer from the 
shadow of ancient davs when mental invalids wer 

prisoners and attendants were more or less jailers; 
yet the hospital nurse has long been liberated from 


the stigma of Sairey 
Gamp. We confess we 
are grieved at the warit 


of sympathy shown by 
general hospital staffs to 
their mental sisters. 
Surely the maladies of 
the mind require at least 
the same skill and sym- 
pathy as the illnesses of 
the body: indeed for cure 
a mental patient must 
have a nurse of the 
highest education and 
character, as well as great 
skill and und-rstanding 
of that delicate organ, 
the brain. 

But gradually, with the 
help of this association 
and with the reorganisation work of the General 
Nursing Council, mental nurses will take their 
right place, the work will attract ambitious and 
cultured women, and the combined training will 
make the fully-trained nurse competent to care 
for both mind and body. 

Miss Macaulay desires us to thank all those 
present for their hearty support and co-operation. 
She will be glad to hear from any matrons of 
mental hospitals who wish to become members 
or to put their views forward for discussion from 


Miss MACAULAY, 
R.R.C. 


O.B.E.., 


time to time. 
MENTAL NURSES’ HOURS. 
THE conditions and rates of pay for mental 
nurses under the Metropolitan Asylums Board 


which we published recently are interesting and 
seem to incorporate justice to the workers with 
satisfaction to the employer, which is something 
worthy of attainment in these democratic days. 
One cannot, however, quite understand the view- 
point of the workers who prefer two days’ weekly 
leave to a month’s consecutive annual leave. 
A holiday is a holiday, and a fortnight is not long 
enough to recuperate a tired body and strained 
nerves. In a month, so doctors tell us, the 
rhythm is restored and the worker benefits, whereas 
to some mental nurses the weekly two days’ off 
is merely a weariness. 


TRAINING SYLLABUS UNWORKABLE? 
EVIDENTLY all nursing authorities are not 
satisfied with the syllabus of training. It is an 


excellent syllabus, and were it compulsory, it 
would certainly raise the standard in all schools. 
But it is found by a big school like the Leicester 
Infirmary that there is not enough time for the 
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practical work (which after all is the 
portant for a nurse) and that the 
theoretical work means that the 

study in their off-duty time and los> their Necessar, 
recreation. The sister-tutor stated that th: 
science and the practical physiology needed 
medical school and a laboratory, unless the Nurses 
went outside for lectures, which would p an 
cutting into their practical work 


most im. 
amount of 
nurse $s mus st 


ad 


PROGRESS OF REGISTRATION 

rHE number of applications for regis stration 
during the week ended June 2nd a 
a thousand and the total number <n up 
that date was no less than 28,593. At the preses nt 
moment over 21,000 applicants have been admitted 
to the various registers. We would again draw 
attention to the large number—$,499— of applica- 
tions which are stated to be ‘“ incomplete.” This 
number is gradually increasing, and it would be 
interesting to know what is the exact cause that 
prevents these applications from going forward 


tually a 


SPECIAL TRAINING SYLLABUSES. 


ANOTHER bembshell awaited the G.N.C. at its 
meeting last week when the Minister of Health 
wrote refusing to sign the syllabuses of training 
for special nurses. In short he told the members 
to be consistent and to make the syllabus of 
examination the statutory prescribed training 
throughout. The Council allowed itself to be 
drawn into a net regarding the syllabus of general 
training, by abandoning which they created a 
precedent. Hine ille lacrimae! 


THE UNIFORM. 


THE G.N.C. has at last done the obviously 
sensible thing and procured a design for the 
uniform which it intends to register. The deszin, 
as we Stated, is that of-Mr. Boyd Cooper, avith 
whom the Uniform Committee had suggested 
entering into a contract to supply material, but- 
tons, etc., thus giving him a monopoly. The 
design being now the Council’s own, tenders for 
the supply of material buttons and braid have 
beea asked for. An important question is the 
cost, no mention of which has, as yet, been 
officially made. 


THE BADGE—HOW TO OBTAIN IT. 


Five shillings and sixpence is to be the price 
of the badge, post free. Applic ations, together 
with the money, must a sent to the Registrar, 
General Nursing Council, York Gate, Regent's 
Park, London, N.W. al should state their 
registered number and their register. 

The Council has waived its irriti iting restriction 
as to the garments en which the badge may be 
worn. It may now be worn at the nurse's dis- 
cretion, but the Uniform Committee intends to 
give her a little advice on that matter! A woven 
badge for hat band and storm cap 1s being 
considered. 
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PRINCESS CHRISTIAN. 

Ix moving a vote ol condolence with the King 
on the death ot Princ ess Christian Mr. Bridgeman 
(Home Secretary) said :— But I suppose the 
createst work she did, and the work for which she 
will be best-remembered, will be the work 
che did for nursing in this country. Few people, 
erhaps, realise the amount of pioneer work which 
she did for the cause of nursing. Florence Nightin- 
gale planted, Prince ss ( hristian watered, and God 
has given an increase in a very wonderful way 
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NIGHTINGALE NURSES “* AT 

Tue annual “ At Home ” at St. Thomas’s Hospi- 
tal was held on Wednesday last in brilliant sun 
shine. There was a distinguished gathering of 
matrons, sisters, nurses, doctors and others, and 
the place of the Duke of Connaught, unfortunately 
unable to be present, was taken by the Marquis 
of Cambridge. Among the many “ Nightingales’ 
present were Lady Riddell, Mrs. Turney, Mrs 
Robertson Lawson, Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Meek, Miss 
Gcodhue, Miss C. Herbert, Miss MacNab, Miss 
Messen, Miss Redl (matron of Brompton Hospital), 
Miss Biggar, Miss Bannon, Miss Cubett, Miss V. 
Wilson, Mrs. Boycott, Mrs. Corner, Mrs. Haydon, 
Mrs. Grant Wilson and Mrs. Jonas; others included 
Lady Cowdray, Miss Beadsmore Smith (matron- 
in-chief, Q.A.I.M.N.S.), Dame Maud McCarthy 
(matron-in-chief, T.A.N.S.), Miss Barton (late 
matron of Chelsea Infirmary), Miss R. Cox-Davies, 
Miss Monk (matron of the London Hospital), 
Miss Leggett, Miss Hogg (matron of Guy’s), Miss 
Willcox, Mr. and Mrs. Bonham Carter, Archdeacon 
Holmes, Lady Coope r, Father Russell, Miss Mont 
gomery (matron of the Middlesex Hospital), Miss 
Pompas and Miss Cowlin (from the College of 
Nursing) and many others. The garden party 
followed the medical school prize giving. 


HOME” | 


EAAMINATIONS OFFICER. 


THE General Nursing Council have appointed 
Miss Elsie Mackirdy as Examinations Officer. | 
Miss Mackirdy was educated at the Blackheath 
High School for Girls, was trained in and had 14 
vears’ experience of secretarial work at Roval | 
Holloway College. She had experience in the | 
arrangements for the Annual Scholarship Exam- | 
ination and she has been for over five vears First 
Division Clerk in the Departme nt ol the Unive rsity | 
Extension Registrar, University of London. Her 
duties are to assist in all branches of the admin- 
stration work entailed in the organisation of an 
examination which is taken by over 10,000 
candidates at about 300 centres. We regret 
that the post has not been given to a nurse. Was | 
there no nurse candidate with the necessary 
experience ? It must be remembered however 
ny y position is not that of an actual examiner, 
an organiser to make all the arrange- 
ments for the examinations which will of course 
be conducted by doctors and nurses. 
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EVENTS OF THE WEEK. 
June 20th, 1923 


OTH the House of Lords and the Hous 
Commons sent addresses of sympathy to 
King for the loss he had sustained in the death 

of Princess Christian In both Houses all the speakers 
paid a warm tribute to her good works and exampk 

rhe Princess has been buried in St. George 
Windsor. 

rhree Privy Councillors have been appointed 
serve for the period of the duration of the present 
Government as a Committee to report to the Pri 
Minister on the grant of honours 

The Legitimacy Bill, which legitimises children 

born out of wedlock if the parents subsequently marry, 


passed its third reading in the House of Commons 


s Chapel 


rhe Bastardy Billand the Railway Fires Billalso passed 
their third readings The last-named Bill will enabk 
farmers and others to claim compensation for dan 


by fires caused by railway engine 


Ihe Government have notified certain concessions 
they will make in the re-assessment of house 

During the month of May the cost of living fell c1 
one point It is now 69 per cent. above the « 
the ti of the outbreak of w 

\ Memorandum was sent by t British Governt 
to France, Belgium and Italy wit! request f 
information with regard to the sit tion int IX 
It took the form of questions with the object of ¢ 
i clear definition of their policy in respect 
tions and of the cessation of passive resistance 
Ruhr 

Since the sending of the Mem 
the Belgian Cabinet has resigned and they hav 
yet succeeded in forming a new one rhe resigt 
took place as a sequence to the Belgian Senate ha 
thrown out the Bill for the Flamandication of Ghent 
University [The movement for the official recognition 
of the Flemish language alongside the French language 
came prominently to the front dur t Get 1 
occupation 

The Note from the Moscow Soviet was consi 
satisfactory and the Prac Agreement with R 
will remain in fore It will depend on the Soviet 
Government whether it will lead to further develop 
ments, or by new acts against international law, k 


to a final break 
It is stated that fifteen members of the Georgian 


nobility have been put to death by the Georgian Soviet 
rhe news from Bulgaria is not altogether trust 
worthy, but it is understood that M. Stambouliski 
the evicted Premier, was taken prisoner by partis 
of the new party and when trying to escape was shot 
ce ad. 
The school children of Victoria, Au collected 





{24,000 to erect a big school at Villers Bretonneux 
Sonime), of which the foundation stone has just been 
laid. This town was selected as it was most closel 
identified with the Australian troops at the front 

A well-known French writer and well-know1 
English writer have died—Julien Viand (Pierre Loti 
and Maurice Hewlett 

Mt. Etna has been in eruption for a fortnight and 
several villages have bee n ce stroved 

German marks are now 740,600 to the J 

A British destroyer seized a gun-running Turkish 
boat in the Sea of Marmora 

There is a risk of a collapse of the negotiations at 
Lausanne owing to the prevarications of the Turks 

All the Arab members of the Advisory Council 
nominated by Sir Herbert Samuel, British High 
Commissioner in Palestine, have resigned 

The Central Government of China is in a critical 
position owing to financial embarrassments and to its 
he Iplessne ss to enforce its decrees The Chinese 
President was forced by threats of the troops to resign 
and leave Pekin 


instead of 25 














EXISTING NURSES’ 


THE NURSING TIMES 





JUNE 23 


1923. 


RULE ALTERED. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS PASS WIDE AMENDMENT. 


has been cast by Parliament 


BOMBSHELL hi 
A into the nursing world. Some pleasure, 
some consternation and a great deal 
bewilderment has been caused by it; and it is 
necessary to discuss the matter simply and frankly 
in order to remove misapprehension. 

The bombshell is a motion brought in by Dr. 
Chapple and passed by a majority of 30 (111 to 81) 
which admits to the State Register nurses without 
hospital training who can produce certificates as 
to character, as to three years’ bona-fide practice 


before November Ist, 1919, and as to “ adequate 
knowledge and experience and competency.”” (The 
full discussion will be found on p. 604.) 

Now. when registration first became law there 
were two main classes to arrange for—the future 
nurse and the existing nurse. The future nurse 
was safe: she would know before she began 
training that she would have to get a general 


training for at least three years and to pass the 
State examination before she could call herself a 
registered nurse. But what of the existing nurse ? 
Some nurses took up a definite if not very generous 
attitude, ‘‘ Let us reserve the register,” they 
said, ‘' for nurses with three years’ general training, 
that is fully-trained nurses. The others need not 
register ; they ean still go on nursing without being 
on the Register.” 

Now this was neither generous nor reasonable ; 
ungenerous because it would exclude many good 
nurses who through ignorance or accident had not 
done their full three years; unreasonable because 
if the State register is to be of any use, if it is in 
the future to be the hall-mark of a nurse, then the 
unregistered nurse (however good) would be at a 
disadvantage. She would have to admit to doctors 
or to the public that she was not registered and 
probably they would cease to employ her, rather 
than listen to her explanations. 

Now the attitude of the general public and their 
representatives in Parliament has always been, 
when a new professional regulation is passed, to be 
generous to the older ones who took up their work 
before such regulation was the order of the day. 
‘“‘ Make things as strict as you like in the future 
but do not penalise the existing members ”’ is their 
principle. Bearing this in mind, the General 
Nursing Council made great efforts to find a 
satisfactory basis. They began by deciding to 
admit any woman who had had one year’s training 
in any sort of general hospital (even a cottage 
hospital with six beds) followed by two years’ 
practice. But it was soon seen that no rule laying 
down a definite training would be quite fair. This 
rule admitted a nurse with a year in a small 
hospital (who might be very ignorant) while it 
excluded one who had had 11 months’ training and 
was just as good; it excluded one who had had 
three years of training in a special hospital and 





perhaps several years’ experience in hospital or j 
private pr actice. 


Urged by strong representations to widen th 
portal the General Nursing Council passed another 
rule which admitted a nurse w oo less than a year’s 
training or even no training, so long as she had 
been nursing in 1900 and was still practising in 
1919—-that is 20 vears’ practice. 
rule did not admit the unfortunate nurse who 
entered a large special hospital instead of a tiny 
cottage one and who might be an excellent nurs 
Moreover 20 years’ practice is an unheard-of 
condition; even the dentistS on widening their 
register recently only stipulated for seven years, 
It was probably the unreasonableness of de ‘Manding 
20 years that led to protests and resulted in the 
two amendments, both by medical men, one asking 
for ten years’ practice only and one for thre 
which came before the House of Commons last 
week, and the popular feeling—to err if anything 
on the side of generosity—was plainly shown by 
the passing of the amendment which made th 
minimum condition of admission to the Register 
the very easy one of three years’ practice before 
November Ist, 1919. 


But even this 


So now the die is cast. We shall have on the 
register a number of nurses who by all the un- 
written rules of the nursing world are not trained 
at all. Such a far-reaching amendment would 
probably never have been brought up at all if the 
Council had devised some means of putting on 
nurses according to their merits, 


The main point of the Parliamentary debate 
was however a legal one ; members contended that 
the rule of 20 years’ practice did not interpret 
properly the Registration Act, which expressh 
lays down for existing nurses a 3 years’ practice 
and knowledge and experience and says nothing 
about any qualification as to training. The 
point at issue is, how is ‘‘ knowledge and com- 
petency to be determined? Mr. Chamberlain 
hinted that possibly the motion was inconsistent 
with the statute in that it took away from the 
G.N.C. its discretion, but he consented not to 
press that point. The College of Nursing also 
questions the legal position. Lt.-Col. Ire mantle 
who was to have proposed 10 years’ practice 
admitted that if the Act were drafted again the 
best thing to do would be to put on ever 
bona fide nurse. 

Let us not however exaggerate the effect of the 
new provision. In the first place the — must 
produce evidence as to character, and 1! the 
Council (as it has a right to do) inte — this 
strictly, there will be no risk of the admission o! 
persons of doubtful reputation. She must also 
produce 
or 2 medical men 


signed testimony from a hospital matron 
years 


practice. 


as to three 
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Existing Nurses’ Rule Altered.—Con/ 

\wain the applicant must produc e evidence from 
two medical men (one of whom must be on tine 
of a general hospital) and irom one registeré d 


stail ; 
that she has knowledge of medical and 


nurs : 
wvical nursing and is competent. We need 


not jump to the conclusion that such evidence 
cll be valueless. Doctors may sometimes b¢ 
too good natured about recommendations but 
it is within the power ol the Council to demand 
absolute proof that the nurse has nursed, and 
knows how to nurse, all the chief medical and 
surgical cases IN Men, Women and children. This 
would debar any V.A.D. with experience only in 
the nursing of men patients. Again if the doctors 
should be care less, sure ly the r Liste;re d nurse Ww ill 
make proper investigation before she certifies 
another as being a competent medt al and surgical 
nurse. It is upon the nurses already registered 
therefore that the standard of the IKkegister will 
depend. And finally there must be three years’ 
nursing practice before November Ist, 1919. Now 
presumably a nurse who had practised (that 1s, 
earned her living by nursing) tor three years must 
have a knowledge of nursing that satisfies th: 
doctors, the superintendents and the patients that 
employ her. Some indignation has been roused 
by the proviso that the Council may require a 
candidate to present herself for special enquiry 
before a medical officer appointed by the Council. 
This would be absurd ii the enquiry were an 
examination as to her nursing knowledge (which 
should surely be tested by a matron) but we are 
informed that Dr. Chapple expressly altered this 
clause so as to refer only to an enquiry into her 
credentials. . 


The rule will of course admit a number of 
“ village nurses,’’ but they have usually had some 
hospital training and an experience supervised by 
a trained district superintendent. There is more- 
over one advantage in admitting more widely to 
the Register—the registered nurse is subject to 
the penal and disciplinary regulations of the 
Council and may be publicly removed from the 
Register for a misdemeanour, which were shy 
unregistered, might pass unnoticed or be forgotten 


In conclusion we must remember that the less 
skilled women who will be admitted will gradually 
become fewer, while the trained nurses who pass 
luture examinations will increase in numbers, just 
as the C.M.B. roll now includes comparatively few 
bona-fide midwives, but more and more trained 
midwives. After all, it is the future we are working 
lor and not me rely the gratification of the present 
day nurse in being able to call herself S.R.N. It 
is better to err on the side of generosity than to 
touse a feeling of resentment and injury 


_A lecture on Psycho-Analysis will be given by Mrs 
e Crespigney, on June 30th at 3 p.m., at the United 


Tvices’ Club, 34, Cavendish S juare, London, W 
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THE COLLEGE AND THE AM ENDMENT, 
HE College of Nursing has issued the following 
statement 


‘In the course of his introductory 
Dr. Chapple said: ‘ The Nursing Colleg: 
cil has expressed itself as in entire sympathy 
with the complaints of the nurses who ar 
being denied the privilege of coming under thx 
Act,” and _ further ‘the Nurses for whom | 
am pleading have qualified under the old regim: 
vet it is proposed to deprive them of the right 
to continue their work. As | have said, the 
Council of the Nursing College has entire sym 
pathy with their complaints.” 


remarxs 
Coun 


‘These statements could only lead to the con 
clusion that the Council of the College of Nursine 
Was in agreement with thx proposals made by D1 
Chapple. It is necessary, therefore, to make it 
quite clear that the Council is entirely opposed to 
Dr. Chapple’s suggestions, the position being as 
\t the request of its members the Coun 
cil of the College approached the General Nursing 
Council in the letter quoted by Dr Chappk 
asking that the door of admission should be 
opened wider to the Jona fide practising nurs 
following which the General Nursing Council 
framed Rule 9, 1 (g) which admitted on thei 
individual merits, nurses in practise before 1900 
and in 1919, and this rule was entirel\ 
by the College Council as meeting the case of the 
older practising nurse. 


follows 


approved 


‘‘ This approval of the College was made clear in 
a typewritten statement which was put into th 
hands of the medical members of Parliament, 
including Dr. Chapple, on May 8th.”’ 





SIR A. STANLEY’S LETTER. 


Ina letter to Major (¢ happk the Chairman of the Colleg 


of Nursing (Sir Arthur Stanley) writes 

lhe Council's letter, an extract from which was max 
so adroitly to serve your purpose in debate, was written 
before the Rule in question was framed, and was a plea 
to the General Nursing Gouncil that special consideration 
might be extended to those nurses who—to quote its 
conciuding words entered on their careers in son 
cases Many years belore any uniform system ol training 
or standard of education had been evolved in the Nursing 
Profession. What precise year should be fixed is no 
doubt a matter for legitimate argument, but you very 
well knew that the College agreed with tl General 
Nursing Council in limiting the concession to Nurses 
trained before 1900 

What my Council find difficult to understan i 
how a medical man, himself a member of an allied pro 
fession which has attained complete self-government 
under the General Medical Council, could be found to 
advise the House of Commons to petition His Majesty 


to supersede the statutory duty of the Gen 
Council to satisfy itself that a candidate for State Kegis 


tration possesses adequate knowlecge anc experience ol 
the nursing of the sick by accepting in place of such 
investigation a bare Certificate signed by a registered 
Nurse and two Medical Men Whether the Motion 
which you induced the House of Commons to accept Is 


consistent with the Act is, as the Minister of Health 
pointed out, a matter of doubt, an we t wait 


mus 


upon eve nts 














PARLIAMENT AND THE EXISTING NURSE. 
THREE YEARS’ PRACTICE AND NO TRAINING. 


ATE on Wednesday night the House of Commons 
# in spite of the opposition of the Minister of Health 

who eventually had to promise not to put the 
Government whips on for the d by a 
majority of 30 to present an address to the King praying 
that certain modifica might be made in Rule 9 of 
the Nurses Act, 1919 Ihe modifications 
moved by Dr Chapple, the Liberal member for Dumfries 


division—decicd 


tions 


Registration 





were as tollows 


1919,” and inserting ‘‘ 1916 
who,’ to the end of the 
} 


he following evidences of know- 
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In line 2, by k 
nd by leaving out 
and inserting 
expe rience 
certificate of 
signed by a 


Rule 


character; 
matron of a general 
or by two medical men setting 


been in 


a certilicate 
hospital or an infirmary 
out that the ipphicant 


attendance upon 


the sick in the capacity of a nurse for period of not 
less than three years prior to the Ist November, 1919; 
and 

c) a certificate signed by a registered nurse and by 
two medical men, one of whom shall be on the staff 
of a general hospital, setting out that the applicant 
has adequ knowledge and experience of medical 
ind surgical nursing, and is competent to attend upon 


the sick in the capacity of a nurs¢ 
Provided that the Council may r 
as a condition precedent to registration, to 
for special inquiry before a mecical officcr, or officers, 
] Council 
Mr. Chamberlain intimated that he 


accept the 


quire the applicant, 


present herself 


appoints d by the 





During the debate 


would be prepared to following proposal, 


notice of which had been given by Lt.-Col. Fremantle 
After Rule 9 (1 insert 
e) Inthe case of a nurse who was at Ist November 
1919, engaged in actual practice, and who was also 
bona fide engaged in nursing prior to Ist January, 1910 


ply with the above requirements, 
such special evidence of knowledge and experience as 
may be accepted by the Council in each individual case 
Owing to the decision of the House, however, this pro 
posal could not be further considered, and the 
embodying the terms of Dr. Chapple’s amendment will 
be presented to the King by Privy Councillors or a member 
of His Majesty's Household 
Dr Chapple, in moving his motion, Nursing 
Council had stipulated that there must be a year's training 
in hospital, and that excluded a large number of nurses 
rhe Act required that the General Council should mak¢ 
provision enabling persons who had not been trained to 
provice evidence of at least three years’ practice of thei1 
profession before November Ist, 1919, and to satisly 
the Council as to their knowledge and experience. A 


and who does not com 


address 


said the 


large number of nurses were practising their profession 
who had not been trained in a general hospital, but they 
were satisfactory to the members of the medical pro- 


fession, or to some of them, and to a large clientele of 
patients. Many of these had been brought before his 
notice, and before the notice of the Medical Committee. 
He had in mind the of a nurse who had been in 
practice for nine years and who held a certificate from a 
medical man under whom she nursed. He knew of 
another case of a nurse who, though a certificate showed 
that she had been practising her profession bona fide, 
could not get on the register, and for the future was to 
be branded as incompetent. She was not allowed to wear 
a nurse’s uniform ora nurse's badge. The Nursing College 
Council had expressed itself as in entire sympathy with the 
complaints of the nurses who were being denied the privi- 
lege of coming in under the Act, and the College had 
urged’ that the door of admission to the first register 
should not be closed to any existing nurses who could show 
that they had bona fide acted as nurses of the sick for 
three years and had kaowledge and_ experience, 
however much may have been acquired. After 


case 








the I4th of next July no nurs could by 

on the first State register unk hey 

through a curriculum course of trai g ina 
hospital Ihe nurses for whom h \\ pleading } 4 
qualified under the old regime, yet it proposed ¢ 
prive them of the right to contin their work 


objection had been made that the proposed 


} Lodification 
would open the door to the V.A.D.; | it would do not} 
ing of the kind Any V.A.D. would have to ny wide 


certificates in medical as well as in surgical nursing 
must have been in practice for three years bef 
Ist, 1919, or she would have no chance 


l am taking more precautions t 


getting ont 





registe! prevent ar 
applicant who is not qualified in every spect than y 
ever taken in any Registration Act befor 

Dr. Salter, who seconded, said it was not desire in 
the least to lower the standard of nursing, but rather ‘ 
raise it. They did not mind how narrow the portal of 
entry was made, but they did plead for justice and fairness 
for women who were extremely highly « ified in ny 
respects, but who cid not fulfil all the technical requ 
ments of this rule It was monstrous to make sucha 


the requirements of which could not be and were not 
fulfilled by the majority of the nursing staffs in the k udir 


London and provincial nursing homes 


In a nursing home of the highest possible stanvir 
the senior nurse had two years’ training at the Po 
Women's Hospital, five years’ subséquent experic1 


in that nursing home, took complete ch in the absenc 


of the matron, was in charge of the operating the 
assisted the first surgeons of the land, had under lr 
charge registered nurses, and was berself not eligi 
Ihe position was really too ludicrous 

In five or six years in all probability a nurse not ont 
register would find it practically impossible to gain a 


livelihood 
Mr. Nevill 
o the 


Chamberlain, Minister of Health, replyir 
admitted that the question was hig 
controversies almost invaria 
to stabilise a professi 
standard, but ther 
and midwives ot 


t debate, 


controversial. hese 
arose when an attempt was made 
which hitherto had had no general 
was this difference between the nurses, 
dentists, in that under these provisions people could n 
practise the profession at all unless they came on the 
register That was not so under the Act which they wer 
considering Ihere was nothing in the Act to prevent 
a nurse from practising her profession, even if she wer 
not on the register It must be remembered that abo 
27,000 nurses had already applied for entry on the register 
on the understanding that the conditions were thos 
that had been laid down by the General Nursing Counc 
If it had been suggested to them at the time they m 
their application that it was possible to bring in a larg 
number of other nurses under such a proposal, he was not 
at all sure that they would have applied for registration 
Certainly if, at the last moment by a regulation of this 
kind, he were to interfere with the powers of the General 
Nursing Council, there would be on the part of thos 
who had already obtained entry on the register, an accusa 
tion that there had been a breach of faith and that the 
value of the register to them had been most seriously 
diminished by the importation of all these other nurses 
who were not up to their standard 

Dr. Chapple: The Act actually makes provision 
existing nurses. There can be no breach of faith towards 
the nurses who are now upon the register by doing justice 
to the other nurses for whom the Act makes special pro- 
vision. The Act says that rules shall be made “ enabling 
persons who, within a period of two years after the - 
on which the rules to be made under the provisions 0! 
this paragraph first come into operation, make an applica- 
tion in that behalf (in this Act referred to as ‘ am existing 
nurse’s application’) to be admitted to the register. . 

Mr. Chamberlain: Yes, but those nurses have to be 
nurses who are “‘ bona fide engaged in practice as nurs” 
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THE NURS 


Jose 23, 1923. 
— 
Parliament and Existing Nurses—(Con?.)., 
jnattendance upon the sick, upon conditions which appear 
to the Council to be satisfactory for the purposes of this 
rovision, and have adequate knowledge and experience 
of the nursing of the sick.” _ 
“That is an important qualification. ‘That qualification 
does not appear to be covert d by paragraph (c) of the hon 
member's motion. He would say: “ What can you have 
better than a ce rtificate signed by two medical men ?”’ 
[do not pronounce any opinion upon the value ofa certifi 
cate of this kind given by two medical men 

But I am bound to take notice of the fact that many 
of these nurses do not consider that the certificate of a 
medica] man is the best certificate of the cx mpetence of a 
gurse. They think that a medical man, particularly a 
surgeon, considers that the best nurse is the nurse who 
hands him the right thing at the right moment. But 
that is not the sole or even the most important qualifica- 
tion of a nurse, and, while I do not express any opinion 
on the point, 1 do say that a certificate by two medical 
men is not sufficiently satisfactory to a large body of 
these nurses. The result of a motion of this kind would 
be to impose on the nurses already on the register and on 
the General Nursing Council a large number whom they 
do not consider as being of the right stamp. What effect 
that would have I do not profess to know, but I anticipate 
that it would give rise to grave discontent, and it might 
have an effect on the carrying out of the Act passed in 
1919. I think that this goes altogether too far, but the 
House will realise from what I have said a little while ago 

that I do realise that this is a genuine grievance on the 
part of many women who have been engaged in nursing 
but who have not had the training to enable them to 
comply with the regulations that have been laid down 
under the Act. Therefore 1 shall not be sorry to see some 
relaxation, and it seems to me that the proposal made 
by Lt. Col. Fremantle would be a fair compromise which 
would cover most of the hard cases referred to 

He would therefore, ask the House to reject the motion 
and accept Lt. Col. Fremantle’s. 

Lord Hugh Cecil said there were a number of nurses 
who were qualified to nurse the sick, and they were to be 
tefused registration because of the professional feeling 
ofthe Nursing Council, and they all knew what professional 
jealousy was. 

After further discussion, in which Mr. Foot, Major 
Barnett and Lt.-Col. Fremantle took part, the House 
divided, with the result above stated. 


REGISTER AT ONCE. 


§ Existing nurses may apply at once for registration. 
See note on page 599 


“A College Member” writes :— 


As one who was present during the discussion in the 
House of Commons, I was struck by the grasp of the 
question displayed by the Members of Parliament who 
spoke. Asa fully trained certificated nurse I could not 
help regretting that the profession to which I belong had 
laid itself open to even the suggestion that professional 
jealousy had made the question so difficult to deal with. 
The thanks of our profession are due to the fully trained 
tegistered nurse (Miss Herbert) who in a truly public 
spirited manner has not spared tinie or effort to rectify 
what she considered a wrong. Though realising that 
strong feeling did exist amongst trained nurses she knew 
also that they did not understand. The question was 

Had the Nurses’ Act been truly interpreted ? She 
had always held that nurses would be the last persons 
to seem to try to evade an Act and had they unde rstood, 
would have supported her to “‘ the last man.” 

A COLLEGE MEMBER. 


The Prince of Wales has promised to open the extension 
at the Prince of Wales’s General Hi spital in November 


} 
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LETTER FROM MISS HERBERT. 


Miss Herbert writes :— 

First may I accord the heartiest vote of thanks to the 
NURSING TIMEs for the interest it has shown in the 
question, and the time and space it has devoted to the 
position of the ‘Existing Nurs Its will 
thankfully realise that in consequence they are able to 
understand and appreciate the decision of Parliament 
when it ruled that a woman who had been for at least thre¢ 
years before November, 1919, in bona fide practice as a 
nurse (irrespective of training) and produced satisfactory 


above 


readers 


evidence of competency to nurse the sick was, by 
Statutory Authority (The Nurses’ Registration Act 
entitled to have her name placed on the fir State 
Register of Nurses. 


1 think the following points are of special interest to 
us all First the resolution showed that nothing short 
of rigid adherence to the principle laid down in the 
Existing Nurses’ clause of the Act was to be permitted 
and that the House must abide by its own Statute 
Secondly, the warm support given to the principle of 
raising the standard, and narrowing the portal of entrance 
to the State Register for all nurses qualifying after 1919 
the date the Act came into force Last but not least the 
absolute loyalty of the Minister of Health to the G.N.( 
Taking off the Government Whips left the discussion 
entirely on the merits of the case, and left every Member 
free to vote exactly as he liked This, very rightly, took 
the question completely outside Party politics,’ but 
it also deprived the Minister of the surety of the support 
ef his own Party in the House But the freedom he 
thus gave the Members, he was unable to take for himself 
He could have accepted Dr. Chapple’s amendment, when 
he saw it was obviously gaining a majority support, and 
so probably saved a division, and himself defeat. But 
had he done so he would have separated himself from the 
General Nursing Council, who it appeared were strenu 
ously opposing it. This he evidently did not wish to do 
and we must all honour him for it. The value to the 
Medical Services of having asthe Minister of Health a man 
showing such a true and high standard of Statesmanship 
cannot be too fully appreciated. 

All success to State Registration of Nurses now that 
this unlucky controversy has been settled by the opinion 
of the fairest ofall tribunals, ‘‘ The Mother of Parliaments 


M. C. HERBERT 





GRATITUDE. 


Several nurses have written expressing their wish to 
get up a little testimonial to Miss Herbert, who has worked 
so unselfishly and indefatigably in the cause of existing 
nurses. We should be very glad to help in this way if 


nurses will communicate with us 


TIME LIMIT. 


On Monday Dr. Chapple asked the Minister of 
Health what steps an existing nurse must take in order t 
secure the opportunity of having her name placed upon 
the State register of nurses; what was the limit of time 
and what must be the nature and terms of the application 

Lord E. Percy, Under-Secretary to the Ministry of 
Health, Te plied Nurses desirous of being placed on the 
register should write to the office of the General Nursing 
Council for a form of application. This should be filled, 
so far as it is applicable, and returned to the Council not 
later than July 14th. Provided a formal application is 
lodged by this date any necessary certificates can be 
furnished subsequently. 





Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, President of the National 
Council of Trained Nurses, was presented at the Council's 
meeting last week with a bound and inscribed copy of th 
first Statutory Register of Nurses, in recognition of het 
32 years’ work for registration. 
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MATRONS’ 





Jun 


23, 1923, 


ASSOCIATION, 


A SUCCESSFUL INAUGURAL MEETING. 


Thursday, June 14th an event which is 


likely to have far-reaching results in the 


domain of mental nursing took place—the 
formation of a Mental Hospital Matrons’ Asso- 
elation, 


For some years such a linking up of thos 
responsible for the training of mental nurses 
has been sorely needed: the NURSING TIMES 


has long had the idea at heart, and hearing that 
Miss Macaulay, the progressive matron of thy 
Kent County Asylum at Maidstone, also had such 
a scheme, we got into touch with her and the 
result eventful meeting held by kind 
permission of the authorities, in the historic 
Roard Room of Bethlem Royal Hospital, London, 
vhere the walls are decorated with the coat of 
arms of the treasurers and governors dating from 


was the 


1579 Those present were : | 
Miss Hearder, Matron, Bethlem Hospital; Miss 
Macaulay, Matron, Kent County Asylum, Maid 


stone Miss Macleod, Gosforth Mental Hospital, 
Northumberland; Miss Cuthbert, Severalls Mental 
Hospital, Colchester; Miss Hayter, Borough 
Mental Hospital, Portsmouth; Miss Hobbs, Park 
Prewitt Mental Hospital, Basingstoke; Miss Sin- 
clair, Rowditch Mental Hospital, Derby; Miss Le 

Cheddleton Mental Hospital, Leek: Miss Scott 
Seymour, City Mental Hospital, Humberstone, 
Leicester; Miss Sutherland, Bexley Heath Mental 
Hospital; Miss Cornaby, Holloway Sanatorium ; 
Miss Cole, Graylingwell Mental Hospital, Chiches- 


ter; Miss Sullivan, Stone House, Canterbury; 
Miss Warner, Rubery Hill, Birminghem; Miss 
Pearson, Hollymoor, Birmingham; Miss Chris- 
topherson, Pootham Park, York; Miss Lamb, 


Claybury Mental Hospital, Woodford Bridge; Miss 
Cumming; Miss Dowson, Kent County Mental 
Hospital, Chartham; Miss Perry, Cardiff City 
Mental Hospital ; the Editor of the NURSING TIMEs. 

Miss Hearder from the chair extended a hearty 
welcome to those present in the names of the 
governors, the treasurer and the medical super- 
intendent. Miss Macaulay then took the chair 
in order to outline her scheme. 

Miss Macaulay said :—We have met here to-day 
by the kind permission of the treasurer, medical 
superintendent and Miss Hearder, and I am sure 
we all feel highly honoured in being invited to 
hold our inaugural meeting in this historic Hospital 
which for nearly eight centuries has done and is 
still doing such benevolent work in administering 
to those whose reasoning powers have become 
impaired through strain and overwork. 

Our coming together here to discuss the for- 
mation of a Mental Hospital Matrons’ Association 
is a historic event in the history of mental nursing, 
and I trust will have far-reaching results. 

The objects of the proposed Association are :— 
(1) To enable members to take council together 

on matters affecting their profession, and 


to exchange ideas as to the present system 
of nursing in our mental hospitals, and te 
to how this system could be further advanced 
and improved, both in the interests of th 
nursing staff and to the advantage of the 
patients under their care. 
(2) To maintain the honour and further the 
interests of the mental nursing profession 
An organisation of this kind should prove most 
helpful and beneficial to nurses in hospitals and 
those engaged in private nursing, so that each 
and all could appeal in matters concerning their 
particular branch ef work, and receive the neces. 
sary guidance and assistance. Meetings could be 
held at the various hospitals, say every three 
months, by the permission and invitation of th 
Medical Superintendent and Matron of the hospital 
specified. The Matrons’ Association would 
able to speak with authority on behalf of mental 
nurses generally and to bring matters specially 
affecting them to the notice of the Mental Repre- 
sentatives on the General Nursing Council. — 
Mental hospital matrons had till now been a 


women 





unrecognised body of ASSOK lation would 


enable them to work in common, to discuss their 
difficulties, so that thev could be of service t 
their special branch. The time had come t 
lace mental nursing on a higher basis, it was n 

state in registration. It 
required even more skill, intelligence, sympathy 
and heart to nurse maladies of the mind whic! 
were invisible than to nurse illnesses and wounds 
Which could be seen. They 
a little at fault that mental nursing was not better 
known and appreciated; they had not taken th 
stand they ought to have done. By banding 
together they would be able to raise the whol 
status of mental nurses, a branch which ought 
to satisfy the intelligence of highly educated 
women, and so encourage the right type to com 
forward and take up the work. 

Various speakers then dwelt on some ol th 
difficulties ; sometimes the medical superintendents 
engaged as sisters and even as assistant matrons 
hospital trained nurses who had no mental training 
at all. In Scotland this was done in order to 
attract good trained nurses to the service; they 
always took their M.P. certificate afterwards 
Some hospitals gave the general trained nurs 
the position of staff nurse and others that ol 
senior probationer. The solution was to encouragt 
their own mental nurses to go in for general 
training and then return; under the G.N.C. regu 
lations this could be done in 5 years. Other 
speakers feared that matrons of general hospitals 
would not arrange affiliated training for mental 
nurses, but by combining they might be able 
to exert pressure and overcome this unfair attitude. 

There was a strong feeling that it was ridiculous 
to lay down that a mental training school must 
have 500 beds. 


T 
t 
recognised by the 


themselves had been 
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nurse yet tested the outstanding merits of THE FOOD OF KINGS 
at of send your professional card for sample and copy of the tolder 
urage | ‘ 
= Hil George King é Co 
regu- 
Other Cartmroaalk 
pitals 
rental ALBION FOOD MILLS, 
Ron 1 & 2, SYCAMORE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 1. 
itude. 
lous Telephone : DEPT. “A” Telegrams : 
nest Clerkenwell 3383. Foodokings, Barb. London. 
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NURSES 
WEAR 


Here are two re- ¢ 
| markable offers for 
Nurses, and early 
ordering is specially 5 
advised. Any gar- a 
ment which fails to 
give satisfaction will 
| promptly be ex- 

changed or money 
| in full refunded. 
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| a 
| | 
| THE BRITISH NURSE IN | 
| | 
a PEACE AND WAR 
BY ELIZABETH S. HALDANE, CH., L.L.D. 
7s. 6d. net. 
‘* A notable addition to the literature of a subject 
which has still but a meagre bibliography . . . It 
is astory which should serve to advance the calling 
of a great profession and bring home to the 
public the lessons taught by its noble achiev- 
ments.’’—The Times. 
LONDON: JOHN MURRAY. 
WELL-CUT UNIFORM DRESS 78tH THOUSAND. 
(NU 189), skirt and bodice attached, 2/- NeT. 
Made in stout Nurse cloth, excellent 
a — a 1139 1§/9 e C 
t e or Amethyst; aiso 
See aerate: Feeding and Care 
WELL TAILORED COAT of Bab 
(NU 192) (on left), in thoroughly y 
showerproof and shrunk cloths. 
InCravenetted  §3/4&56/- || By F. Truby King, M.B., B.Sc. 
In Gab- 84/., 63/- & 49/- | The most complete and up-to-date book 
Also in a large variety of 63 fc on the subject. 
, Grey Tweeds one eco / | 1D 
. . LTD. 
HARRODS LTD LONDON SW1 | LONDON : MACMILLAN & CO 
———— - -_ - — — ————__—— —— ' = 
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The next best Food | 
ito Mother’s Milk 


Mellin’s Food supplies all baby 
neds for perfect nourishment 
from birth. Watch the steady, 
healthy, normal development. | 














—— > 





| 
See how cheery, good and happy a 
baby can be on a rightly balanced & || 
diet. Mellin’s Food, prepared as | 
directed is second only to a healthy ? | 
mother’s milk, is easily digested and | 
readily assimilated. t || 
| 


Mellin ood 


Mellin’s book on Baby We/fare will be sent free ic j 
Nurses, together with a free sample of Mellin's 
Food. Adavess the Sample Department. & 


MELLIN’S FOOD, LTD., LONDON, S.E.: § 
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Mental Hospital Matrons—(Cow/). 

Miss Macaulay thought the mental representa 
tives on the G.N.C. had already achieved a good 
deal; the preliminary G.N.C. examination was 
open to mental nurses; the mental nurse was on 
the threshold of a great future and should grasp 
her privileges. 

She then moved and Miss Dowson seconded, 
that a Mental Hospital Matrons’ Association be 
formed and this was carried unanimoulsy. She 
next moved and Miss Macleod seconded, that the 
necessary offic ers be appointed. It was decided that 
those present should form a provisional « ommittee 
for 6 months, with an executive consisting of 
Miss Cole (Sussex); Miss Pearson (Birmingham 
Miss Perry (Wales); Miss Lamb (London); Miss 
Scott Seymour (Leicester); and Miss ( hristopher- 
son (York.) Miss Macaulay was elected chairman 
and honorary secretary; Miss Hearder, treasurer; 
the vice-chairman for the meetings to be the 
matron at whose hospital the meeting was held. 
An entrance fee of 7s. 6d. for preliminary expenses 
and an annual subscription of one guinea was 
arranged. 

Miss Macaulay then moved a vote of thanks 
to the NursING Times for its help and its encoura- 
ing interest in mental nurses; and the Editor 
expressed the hope that mental nurses would be 
more articulate in future and discuss their prob- 
lems in the journal. 

A vote of thanks to Bethlem Hospital concluded 
the business proceedings, but those present had 
the privilege of going all over this wonderful 
old institution, and afterwards returning to the 
Board Room, in which the papers and pencils 
of the formal meeting had given place to a tlower- 
decked table on which was spread a delightful tea. 


NEW TUBERCULOSIS TREATMENT. 

ALTHOUGH it is too early to judge definitely, 
great results in the treatment of tuberculosis are 
hoped for in connection with a new vaccine dis 
covered by Dr. Dreyer, of Oxford University. In 
simple words the principle is this : Tubercle bacilli 
have a coating of fat which protects them from 
the attacks of healthy blood cells; by the new 
process the bacilli are stripped of this fat and are 
thereby laid open to attack. At Brompton and at 
the London Hospitals the results have been most 
encouraging. It is thought possible that the new 
treatment may be valuable in other diseases 


A Belgian gentleman visiting the Mining Exhibition 
in London spoke of his recollections of Edith Cavell 
They worked together for nearly a year passing British 
men over the Dutch frontier, He saw Nurse Cavell 
the day before she was execute d. She was very brave, 
and prepared for death without apparent emotion. He1 
ae words to him were, “‘ I am glad you have not been 
sntenced to death, because you have a wife and children 


Raa D, Alban, YO A.l M.N.S. received the Royal Red 
os, First Class at the r-cent Investiture. 


NURSING WORK AT HARROD’S. 


LL kinds of fresh opportunities have ope ned out 
A for nurses since the War Miss Fitzburg, with a 
service record of five years with the QO.A.I.M.N.S 
in Egypt, Salonika and on board a hospital ship, recently 
received a full-time staff appointment as aurse at Harrod's 
I found her there the other day, in the throes of innovating 
a completely re-equipped Medical Aid Ward, and to the 
accompaniment of the builders’ hammers, she told me 
a little about her work She is, in a pioneer 
for though there has been a Medical Aid Ward at Harrod’s 
for years past, this is the first full-time appointment that 
has been made 
rhe work is a development of the Welfare movement 
that has so altered the face of employment, but it is 
distinctively medical, for with Miss Fitzburg are associated 
Dr. Bateman, a lady doctor 


sense 


who examines all women 


members of the staff, and to whom they must report 
again before resuming work after illness. A dental clini 
is also attached to the Medical Aid Ward, with a dentist 


in attendance from 9-11 every morning 
Considering the large numbers, there are surprisingly 

few accidents, these mostly coming from the motor 

depot, the butcher's shop, or from among the 


engineers, who are constantly 


houst 


working on construction 








ea 


\ CORNER OF HARROD’S WARD. 


and improvement in the building For these cases, th 
Medical Aid Ward supplies timely and effective First 
Aid. Cases likely to be of some duration and temporarily 
incapacitating the worker from duty are transferred to 
the worker's panel doctor after the initial treatment 
But in the majority of cases the treatment is given in 
the Medical Ward 

rhe most up-to-date fitting and equipment is being 
provided for this enlarged medical department, including 
an electric steriliser, weighing-machine, et« The 
are on the top of the building, very light, airy and 
looking A cosy little waiting-room gives on the surgery, 
and alongside is the consulting-room. Miss Fitzburg is 
enthusiastic about her work—its variety and interest 
and the pleasant conditions attaching to it. 


rooms 
fresh 


M. 7 
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GENERAL NURSING COUNCIL FOR ENGLAND AND WALBs. 
PARLIAMENT AND THE “EXISTING” NURSES’ RULE. 


Chairman Asked for Information. 

S soon as members assembled at their ordinary 
A monthly meeting held on Friday of last week 
at the Ministry of Health, Lady Hobhouse asked 

the Chairman, Sir Wilmot Herringham, M.D., for som 
nformation concerning the debate in the House of Com 
mons on the previous Wednesday night on the subject 
of the rule recently passed by the Council for the admissic n 





of existing nurses to the register 

lhe Chairman said that the House of Commons h 
agreed to a motion praying the King in Council to mecify 
the Council's “‘ existing nurses’ rule The effect w 


be to remove entirely the discretion which was veste 
in the Council by the Act of Parliament and to < 
on the authority of Parliament any nurse who was pr! 
tising before November Ist, 1916 The Council w 
not be concerned until the Order in Council had becn 


Something Being Done. 





In answer to a question as to whether no protest coul 
be made against the modification of the rule wit! 
consultation with the Council, the Chairman L he 2s 
doing something, but perhaps members would allow hi 
at that stage to refrain from saying what it was He h 
seen the Minister 

Discussion in Camera Opposed. 

Chere appeared to be a desire to promote a Ciscussion 
on the matter and Miss Cowlin suggested that the Council 
should sit in camera Mr. Donaldson opposed such a 
cours Nurses, he said, should know what tl ] 


was doing in this matter The amendment to t 
was so drastic that it was going to flood the register 
Council's Legal Position. 

Miss Cox-Davies asked whether the Council could assist 
the Chairman in his negotiations by a discussion r) 
Chairman said he did not quite understand what the legal 
position was, but he was seeking counsel's opinion as to 
the position in which the King in Council would be 
placed by the address 

No Loeus Stan¢i. 

Dr. Bedford Pierce inquired as to whether there would 
be any opportunity for the Council getting into com- 
munication direct with the Privy Council with a view to 
supporting its contention about the rule. 

The Chairman said he did not think the Nursing Council 
had any Jocus standi in the matter If the Council was 
ordered by the Privy Council to take up any stand it would 
then become his duty to ask the members of the Council 
whether they felt inclined to take all steps that were open 
to them against it. If they received an Order from the 
King in Council it might be possible to take steps to avoid 
obeying it. 

The College and Dr. Chapple. 

Miss Sparshott said that Dr. Chapple had spoken en 
tirely without the authority of the College of Nursing 

The Chairman: I hope that the College will take every 
step open to it to protest against that misrepresentation 

Miss Cox-Davies affirmed that the College would have 
the misrepresentation removed. 


Matter to be Settled this Month. 

In reply to Miss Smith, who inquired how long it would 
be before the matter was dealt with by the King in Council, 
the Chairman said he hoped before the end of the month 

Miss Seymour Yapp said with regard to the attitude 
of the College it was well known that a large number of 
nurses petitioned the College Council about the condition 
which Dr. Chapple’s motion would bring about. The | 
College never dreamed of supporting any such suggestion 
as his. 

The matter then dropped. 


| 
Badge to Cost 5s. 6d. ° | 
Mr. Donaldson moved the report of the Finance Com- 














nittee which, among other things, recommended 
the badges for registered nurses be issued direct from ty, 
factory after authority had been given by the Registrar + 
whom both applications should be sent It also eal 
mended that the price be 5s. 6d., including engrayin 
and registered postage. [his was agreed to : 
No Supplementary Register for Prison Nurses, 

Dr. Goodall presented the report of the Registrat 
Committee which, after considering tter froz 
Prison Commissioners urging the desira ty of instituti; 

suppleme ntary register for mak ! f ile Re. 
who were. working in prison pitals b bv reas 
of their not having received the one year's training 

to be placed on the registe1 luTses, di t 
way to comply, ané recommended according 
irses, Said the Committee vere engaged in gey 
nursing and came under the rules f cimission te 
general part of the register The (¢ mittee’s y 
vere approved 
Future Nurses’ Registration Fees, 

Having considered-a letter fro Scotland on 
subject of the fee for admission to tl g exa 
ation (future nurses), the Committee recommends 
the registration fees for future s ve the s 
is those already in force fo1 intermediate nurses 
and that they should be additional to the fees chare 
for examinations. Agreed 


Progress of Registration. 
, ae 


During the four weeks ended June 2nd, 3,147 appli 
tions for registration had been received Of that m 


1,003 were received during the last seven days of that 


period The total number of applications 1 
June 2nd is 28,593. Over 18,400 of thes 

approve d, 947 have been deemed ineligible, 82 have 
withdrawn and 6,499 are still incomplete 
for registration to the number of 2,469 were ‘ 
at the meeting. Of that number 2,309 will be plac 





the general register, five on the male register, 188 on the 


mental register, 58 on the sick children’s register and 89 


on the fever register. 


The Examinations’ Officer. 
Miss Lloyd-Still moved the report of the Educati 


and Examination Committee, which stated that 45 
applications had been received for the post of Examir 


rt 
ations’ Officer and that three applicants had been selecte 
to be interviewed by the Council that day The act 
appointment took place in camera 


More Training Schools Recognised. 
Che National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epilepti 
London, was recognised as a complete training sch 
for male nurses and added to the list of special hospita 


under Section 1 of the scheme of training which will enable 


it to take probationers for their first two years of a for 


years’ training. Stroud General Hospital was recogni | 


as a complete training school, and the Brompton Hospita 
in affiliation with the Middlesex, University Colleg: 
St. Mary’s Hospitals, Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge 
and the Leicester Royal Infirmary was recognised as 


training school which in combination with other public 


hospitals gives complete training 
Seotland Holds Up Mental Syllabus. 
Dr. Bedford Pierce, in moving the report of the Ment 
Nursing Committee, said that the syllabus of train 


and examination had been sent to Scotland, who kept 


six weeks. The Scottish Council raised two points. On 


was that the six months’ bedside nursing should not 


apply to male nurses. He had taken upon himself t 
reply that the six months’ bedside nursing was insert 


] 
| 
+ 
+ 


) 


at the Scottish Council’s own request. No further reply 


had been received. 


The Committee reported that it had given lengthy 


consideration to the conditions of the preliminary 4™ 
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General Nursing Council.—(Con?.) 
aminations for mental nurses and had sent recom 


final eX: 
Education Committee. 


mendations to the 
Assistant Registrar's Illness. 

The Assistant Registrar has been absent through illness 
since May 22nd her medical attendant 
month s sick leave. 

(ne Thousand Registration Applications a Week ! 

Vore than a thousand applications for registration 
having been received in a single week, a qualified book- 
keeper is to be engaged to assist the accountant during 


and advises a 





present stress : 
Design for Uniform, 

The Uniform Committee having inspected various 

signs for the uniform, recommended that that of M1 
Bovd Cooper be acct pted and registered, and that the 
slicitor to the Council be instructed to carry out the 
registration. 

Miss Musson, who spoke rapidly and indistinctly, was 
snlerstood to urge that the matter be referred back to 
the Committee because she wanted some distinction in 
uniform. 

* A Continual Wrangle.” 


Mr, Donaldson, in opposing such a course, said they had 


procrastinated far too much over the uniform. It had 
hecome a scandal. It had been one continual wrangle 
all the time. There should be no distinction in the 


registered nurse’s uniform 

Miss Seymour Yapp said she hoped there would be no 
difference in the uniform as between various 
She desired that every branch of 
accepted at its top valu Mental 
nurses and others were just as valuable as general nurses 

Miss Cox-Davies observed ironically that she not 
hink the uniform would be a popular one in view of what 
had happened in Parliament 

Miss Villiers urged the Council to pass the Committee's 


recommendation, which was carried by twenty votes to 
ne. 


nurses 
should be 
children’s 


nursing 
nurses, 


did 





Registered Material, Buttons and Braid. 
The Committee reported that it had inserted advertise 
ments in the trade journals for the supply of registered 
material, buttons and braid. 





Restrictions About Badge Waived. 

The Committee recommended that their previous 
reommendation as to the badge being worn only on an 
authorised uniform be rescinded. There was, it was 
stated, a strong feeling among nurses that they shouk 
teallowed to wear their badges at any time rhe recom 
mendation was carried and the Committee will submit 
Swortly the draft of a short notification as to when and 
how the badge should be worn 

Mr. Donaldson said that at the last meeting they sought 

make rules about the badge which they could not 
possibly enforce, since the only way such rules could be 
ellorced would be by striking the nurse off the register. 

: Woven Badge for Hat Band. 

Estimates are being obtained for a woven badge for the 
ut band and storm cap. 


= Minister Refuses to Sign Special Syllabuses. 

The following important letter was sent down from the 

Minister of Health 
inn Minister has had under consideration your letter 
% the 19th March forwarding copies of the syllabuses of 
“ining and examination for the supplementary parts 
of the Tegister. The Minister notes that it is suggested 
the preface that the 
ane hope that it may aid the training schools in arriving 
. — standard of nursing education, and it appears 
the heed — has been some misapprehension as to 
himssif in the 1 eeponebality be tween the Council and 
s that an + enya : Broadly speaking the legal position 
anal anything which the Council proposes to make 
the subject ofa rel + aa poeearanmeere’ Stuct be made 
before it a om e€,and as such, must receive his sanction 
the provisi come operative. But he is advised that 
ision of Section 3 (2) (a) with rx gard to prescribed 


syllabus of training is issued in 





raining will be fully complied with if the examination 





syllabus is made compulsory by schedule added to the 
rules, and if a rule is added requiring that candidates 
presenting themselves for examination shall satisfy the 
Council that they have undergone systematic instruction 
in the subjects set out in the examination syllal Th 
Minister would suggest to the Council that it is mor 
consonant with the dignity of a statutory body to rely, s« 
far as the provisions of the Act allow, on their own author 
ity in preierence to invoking his sanction in matters in 
which there is no statutory necessity to do so In the 
Minister's opinion it is better that the Council should 
take the responsibility of issuing on their own authority 
such instructions or recommendations as to the course of 
training as they may from time totime consider it desirablk 
to issue for the guidance of nurses’ training schools For 
these reasons the Minister is not at present prepared to 
sanction a compulsory syllabus of training, and he woul 
therefore invite the Council to revise their proposition 
in the light of the considerations already set out and to 
submit for his sanction and for inclusion in the rulk 
syllabus indicating the subjects in which candidates a1 
to be examined 

rhe letter was, without discussion, referred to the 
Education and Examination Committee 

NEEDLEWORK COMPETITION. 

rhe entries in this Competition were excellent in quality 
but not so numerous as to warrant our awarding all the 
prizes. The work was again judged by Mr. Paulson 
fownsend (who judges for the Royal School of Art 
Needlework) who most generously gave up a morning out 
of his busy life to this purpos rhe result with 
judge’s comments is as follows 

Class I.—Smocked overall, Ist prize 20s., Miss | 
FLEETWOOD A very complete and satisfactory 
piece of work 2nd prize 10s., Miss IsABEL BURTON 


Embroidery well planned and very pleasing, but brighter 
colour would have been we leome., Highly comme nde 
Miss HARDING 


Class 11.—Embroidered frock, Ist prize 20s., Mrs 
WESTAWAY A dainty and charming example showing 
commendable restraint in design 

Class III.—Knitted jersey, Ist prize 20s., Miss 
REDFORD ‘A serviceable jersey of pleasing design 
very evenly done 2nd prize 10s., Miss L. G. CHINN 

Good but rather too full for length 

Class IV Iray cloth with crochet edging, Ist prize 
20s., Miss COLLIER Very good and even work 
Consolation prize, Mrs. CORNISH Excellent crochet 
done by an old .nurse aged 77 Comn led, Miss 





RUSHTON. 


CAKE AND SWEET COMPETITION. 
The entries in this Competition were not as numerous 
as we had expected It must be acknowledged, however, 
that nurses have little time, and so many of them are at 
this time of year helping to provide for their own re-unicns 


and fétes. The entries were judged by Mr. Herman Senn 


M.B.E. (Hon. Director of the Universal Cookery and Feed 
Association, 329, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, S.W 
to whom we are greatly indebted Mr. Senn drew atten 


tion to the fact that the firing is the important point—an 
excellently mixed cake may be spoilt if the baking is not 


perfect in time and heat. He awarded two prizes fot 


cakes and two for sweets. 
The result is as follows 
CAKES 


Ist prize, 10s., Miss B. V. Elner (Thetford 
2nd prize, 5s., Miss Marriott (Thetford 
SwEETs. 

Ist prize, 10s., Miss Aldridge Oliver 

2nd prize, 5s., Mrs. Edmonds (Totnes 

The entries in both competitions were sold at a Sale 
of Work in the fine garden of 123, Loughborough 
Park on June 19 and found ready purchasers. We 
trust the Maternity Centre will benefit considerably 


Peacehaven 








VULPERA, AN UNKNOWN SPA. 


ERHAPS it would interest other nurses to hear 
P about an entertaining and pleasant experience 
I had last summer, when I was sent in charge of 

a lady patient to Vulpera, in Switzerland Many English 
people who know Switzerland are ignorant of the fact 
that, hidden away in the Lower Engadine valley isa really 
first-class spa, analogous to Karlsbad, Kissingen, Marien 
bad and Vichy, but situated 4,000 feet above sea level 


and possessing the true Alpine climate It is like two 
cure places rolled into one, and for most cases the com 
bination is ideal: the drinking waters, the baths. the 
remedial appliances combined with stimulating high 


mountain all 


Vulpera, where we stayed, is one of a trinity of small 

















VULPERA 


places close together: Schuls, Tarasp and Vulpera’ 
Tarasp is in the valley just above the River Inn. Here 
are the baths, etc., and the Pump Room, where the waters 
of the three chief springs are served (there are no less than 
23 springs that rise within a radius of two miles!) But 
the most important, the Big Three, are enthroned at 
Tarasp like heathen deities, their names written above 
them in letters of gold, Lucius, Emerita and Bonifazius ! 


My patient had to walk down to Tarasp and back again 
before eight o’clock every morning to drink her glass of 
Lucius, rich in glauber salt and chloride of sodium, and 
at first this was the hardest of my duties to persuade her 
to make the effort, but before the first week was over 
she had begun actually to enjoy it, thanks either to 
Lucius or the mountain air. 
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What struck us most at Vulpera was the brightn 
‘ 4 ESS of 
outlook—there are huge windows to the hotel] j 
mass of flowers. My patient had 


before, but she confessed to never 


and the 
2eeN IN Switzerlang 
having seen suct 
riot of gorgeous colour rhis is partly accounted f te 
the massive Silvretta group of mountains 
the valley from the north wind, so that 
belongs to a much lower altitude grows luxuriantly her 
Vulpera is very careful not to pose as a : 
For massage, baths, electric treatment, et 
had to go to larasp, indeed it is diffic 


Dee 


or | 
which shelt 


L 





vegetation that 


Sa natonun 





it to realise ther 
are any sick folk about at all and more than half ¢ 
visitors there are ordinary robust tourists, who go offt 
the mountains climbing or crowd the tennis courts The 
only sign that we were not all quite normal was tha 


meals three diets were served beyond the 





ordinary tab 
T hote My patient had No. 2 A, and although it was nos 
perhaps quite so rich or stimulating to the palate ae 
most appe tising and certainly suited her complaint 
No. 1 was the diet for obesity, and that, although mog 
wholesome, seemed to us a little dull : 


It was 


We were soon able to take walks, and thes alone t 
my mind are worth a visit to this part of Switzerlap 
for the country around Vulpera teams with inyi 
*xcursions Che first which most people attempt 
only takes half-an-hour—is to Castk larasp, a mos 
interesting and picturesque building dating from the 
eleventh century [he famous National Park is easj 
reached on foot in half-an-hour Here a wild mountainous 
district has been allowed to run wild for years, and a 
sorts of interesting animals and rare vegetation have taken 
possession 

Our stay was just over a month, and as we travel] 
to Chur on that beautiful and adventurous Rheatian 
Railway, homeward bound, we congratulated ourselves 
on having made what we considered a delightful an 
valuable discovery. ( 





HOW TO MAKE SILK GRAPES, 


Silver or gold tissue, chiffon or tulle over satin, or 
plain silk or velvet can be used for making grapes. Th 
wad of cotton wool is shaped oblong, as a grape, then 
sewn to one end of a length of fine green covered wir 








Cut rounds of material for covering, and whip rou 
as Fig. 1 shows. Fig. 2 shows the round of n 
slipped over the wool, and the thread drawn up 
tight round the wire, as Fig 3. Thread needle with 
length of cotton, and sew under the base of materia ® 
keep firm. 






£12,000 to 


The Burnley Guardians propose to spend 
enlarge the Nurses’ Home. 


We always 
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lower Prices 
BENDUBLE 


FOOTWEAR 


The prices of all ‘‘BENDUBLE” footwear are now 
mach lower than they have been fora considerable time. 
4nd Benduble Shoes are still the most reliable and most 
comfortable shoes youcan buy. They are made differ- 
ently—made especially for nurses. The tops are of a 
peautifal soft glace kid, and the BENDUBLE soles 
are so constructed that they respond naturally with 
every step. Your feet do not tire as they do in ordinary 























shoes, and you finish up the day’s work witha freshness 
thatmakes you glad you wear Bendubles. There is a 
BENDUBLE shoe which will fit you as though it were 
madeespecially for you. Will you come in and try it on? 


Design 2381 Design 2386 


Superior 
Glace 
Kid 

Patent 
Cap 














Design Design 
22B4 . 22B1 
4 ENDUBLE 
Superior WH tras, Superior 
Glace 2246 Glace 
Kid Kid 
Button Lace 
Self Cap Patent 






Cap 












Post Free Post Free 


27/- 





27/- 
FREE, 
if you cannot call at the Bendyble Show 
rooms, write for the “ Benduble Footwear 


Booklet.” This booklet shows the various 
styles of Kenduble Footwear, together with 
prices and other information which enables 
youtoshop by post with absolute satisfaction 
rite for it to-day. Sent POST FREE. 


eee | 
The Benduble Shoe Co. (°:*) 
Commerce House, 72, Oxford Street, 
(First floor) London, W.1. 
Hours 9 to 5.45, 


Saturdays 9 to 12.45. 


| 








for INFANTS. 
INVALIDS & the AGED. 


Prescribed by British Medical 
Men for 36 years. Used 
extensively in British Civil and 
Military Hospitals, and by the 
Red Cross Societies of Great 
Britain, the over-sea Dominions, 
and the Allies. 


“Quite recently 1 was called in to nurse the 
wife of a medical practitioner suffering from 
general debility, and when all other foods dis 
agreed, I suggested Benger’s which was tried 
and retained. For a time the patient lived en 
tirely on your Food,”—Nurse 


Chemist 
ind 8/6 


s sold im Sealed tins 6 


es 1/4, 2/3, 4/ 


g's Food 
very where Pr 


Ful! particulars post tree trom 


BENGER’S FOOD Ltd., MANCHESTER. 
Branch Offices New York: 90, Beekman Street 
Sypney: 117, Pitt Street 


g 
SOS 











Inexpensive 
Uniform Dress 


The Dress pictured here is the 
product of skilled tailors who build 
up every stitch of the garment to 
your individual measures. Write 
for our free catalogue and state 
the patterns you would like to see. 


STORM CAP 


Neat and com- 
fortable. Send 
head circum- 
ference when 
ordering, In all 
uniform shades, 
as illustrated or 
with bow in 
stead of peak 
7/6. Postage 3d. 
Superior 
Quality, 10/6 





Nurses’ Outfitting 
Association, Ltd. 





VICTORIA 
Box-plea: ates 


CARLYLE HOUSE, STOCKPORT down centre 
bodice Two 

Lonpon: 179, Victoria Street, S.W.1, tucks orminyg 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 147, Northumber- Over each 

land Street. Birmincuam: 3, Ryder St., Ee back 

Central Hall Building. MANCHESTER : vishop siee v 

22, 23, 24, Exchange Arcade, Deansgate. tons, Drill. 

LIVERPOOL : 578, Renshaw Street, & Frow 17 93 

SOUTHAMPTON: 3 Above Bar. 








{It is well to mention “ The Nursing Times ” when answering its Advertisements. 
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Surgical and 
Sick-room Equipment 


OOTS The CHEMISTS provide facilities of very special value, and 
on a scale not previously attempted. Hitherto it has been usual to 
procure all except simple surgical appliances from the makers as 
necessity arose. It will easily be understood that under this system 
valuable time was often lost in cases of urgency; and the worth of 
the comprehensive stock now maintained by Boots The Chemists at 

their various branches will be readily appreciated. Surgical and First Aid 
requisites are thoroughly tested to ensure a high standard of efficiency and 
reliability, and all requirements of a special nature entrusted to Boots The 
Chemists are carried out with precision and promptitude. At some of their 
larger branches, indeed, special surgical departments have been established, 
at which a feature of great usefulness is the constant attention of a trained 
nurse, who will be happy to call at the homes of patients to take measure- 
ments for trusses, belts, etc., or to explain the handling of appliances w henever 
this is thought desirable by the patient’s medical man. 





THE LARGEST FIRM OF 
RETAIL CHEMISTS tn tHe WORLD 


| ce =f 
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BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD. 
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SCOTTISH NOTES. 


The Secretary of the Scottish National Association of 
ith Visitors, Women Sanitary Inspectors’ and School 


— (Miss Jessie A. Swanson) Maternity and Child 
Welfare Dept., Johnstone Terrace, Edinburgh) has 
comoiled a handbook : “ Health Visitors in Scotland 
Status, qualifications and emoluments), price 6d. net 


or 7} L. post free. 


To enable their nurses to register the managers of 
Montrose Royal Infirmary are contemplating affiliation 
with Dundee Royal Infirmary. A member hoped there 
would be a guarantee that the nurses would be received 
mt picked a nd chos=n. 

On leaving Ayrshire to be married, Miss Turnbull, 
Queen's Nurse, was presented with an aquamarine 
drop pendant and gold chain 

Miss Drummond Hay, Queen’s Nurse at Fort Augustus 
since 1910, was presented by Dr Johnstone on leaving, 
with a purse and a handsome cheque from old patients 
an’ members of Committee. 

In recognition of her faithful services for 21 years, Miss 
Hayton, Queen’s Nurse at Hawick, was presented by 
Provost Renwick with a cheque for £50 and a testimonial, 
and on behalf of the Committee with a gold watch. 


On her resignation from Thurso, Miss Cameron, Queen's 
Nurs: there for 3} years, was presented with a beautiful 
opal ring. 


C.M.B. Questions.—(Concluded from page 624) 


Management of 1st Stage. Avoid early rupture of the 
membranes; keep the patient on the bed; make as few 
vaginal examinations as possible ; defer giving an enema, 
ani see the patient makes no bearing down efforts. Make 
all preparations for am asphyxiated baby. When the 
membranes rupture, make a vaginal examination to ascer- 
tain whether the cord has prolapsed Listen to the fetal 
heart sounds at intervals, and note any of fetal 
distress. The patient should be encouraged to pass 
water frequently. 

Management of 2nd Stage. Deliver in the dorsal or 
left lateral position. When the birth of the buttocks 
sSimminent, have ready a warm sterile towel to cover the 
lower limbs and trunk. Draw down a loop of the cord 
and place it to one side where it is least exposed to pressure, 
and prevent traction on the umbilicus. Feel the pulsa 
tions of the cord, and, if normal in rate and force, wait 
till the next contraction expels the shoulders and flexed 
arms. Encourage the patient to make good bearing down 
tiforts. Deliver the head without delay. Grasp the 
child round the buttocks and rotate the occiput under the 
pubic arch, carry the child forwards over the mother’s 
abdomen as the head is being born, supporting it in the 
tight hand, while the left hand assists in the expulsion 
of the head by pressure on the fundus. If there is any 
delay in the birth of the child’s head after the birth of 
its breech, delivery should be effected by ‘‘ jaw and shoul- 
der traction.” . 


signs 








ISLEWORTH NURSES’ LEAGUE. 


The annual garden party and re-union of the Isleworth 
Nerses League will be held in the hospital grounds on 
july 7th, from 3 to 7. Matron will welcome all past 
Murses and their friends. 


~~ body of Miss Marguerite Lindsay, a volunteet 
=a ae the Grenfell Mission in Labrador, who disap- 
ed last August, has been found; death was due to a 


let w: i, . 
let wound presumed to have been ac.idental. 





acknowledge a 


PAPER PATTERNS. 
Nurss*s Cloak (2 pieces). 
In three sizes. Waist 24 ins 26, 28 ins 
60-inch material 3} yds. 3% yds 
Chis pattern consists of two pieces: Front with back 
in one piece, and collar Before cutting out compar 


the two pieces of this pattern 


with those shown on diagrams 

To Cut: Open 60 - inch 
material to full width and cut 
across from selvedge to selv- 
edge into two equal parts 


which place together with right 
facing, diagram; pin 
front towards selvedges Avoid 
scam in back of collar, which 
cut twice the length of pattern, 
s outlined. Join pieces to cut 
3-inch wide strips for facing in 


sides as 


the fronts. 
fo Make: The diagram in 
outline shows relative positions 


f pieces before joining. 


Stitch seam down centr 
back Stitch two darts on 
each shoulder Bind seam 
turnings to neaten Face in 


each front with 3-inch strip of 
self-material lined with linen- 
cette; fasten fronts with buttons 
and buttonholes Hem lowe1 
edge or turn once to wrong 
and fell on binding to 
neaten. Interline double collar 
with canvas; stitch neck of Ay! 
cloak between its edges, as 

notches indicate ; fasten fronts of 

collar with two hooks and eves 


side 








60-INCH MATERIAL 
Paper pattern, 7. pest free from Weldons, Ltd., 
30, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2 


Patterns already published (all 7d. UNIFORM DREss, 
NURSE'S APRON, SURGICAL OVERALL, CAP AND SLEEVES. 


At North Bierley Union Infirmary, in an examination 


in invalid cookery by an examiner from the Yorkshire 
Training College of Housecraft, Nurse Bibby gained 
distinction and Nurses Ainsworth, Brown, Clayton, 


Garner, Hodgson and Raionsley passed first class. 


When visiting the Coventry Hospital, the Prince of 
Wales was asked by a mother to hold her baby; the Princes 
blushed and smiled. ‘‘ No, no,” shaking his head I'd 
rather not accept the responsibility But patted the 
baby and grasped the mother’s hand. 


he 


‘ 
Oo 


we have 
Beaven 


In with our Competition 
gift of 3s. 9d. from Miss 


of dainty baby garments from Miss Sorrels 


connection 
and 
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THE TRAINING SYLLABUS. 


League a resolu 
matron of 


T the Leicester Infirmary Nurses 
tion sent up by Miss Davies, 
Bradford Royal Infirmary 

Chis meeting of the Leicester Royal Nurses 

is strongly of the opinion that a syllabus of training set 

out on the lines issued by the G.N.C. is essential; and 
that only those hospitals and infirmaries which use this 
syllabus in preparing their nurses for the State Examina- 
tion should be [raining Schools by the 

G.ws..” 

Miss Embry who for many years has assisted in training 
probationers, said that she had examined nurses recently 
in practical work who had been trained upon the G.N.( 
syllabus; the training entailed an enormous amount of 
work, and the nurses had now shorter hours and had not 
time for their practical work, and their theoretical study 
had to cut into their off-duty time She noticed a great 
lack of practical training in the present day nurse 

Miss Cotson, Sister-Tutor at the Infirmary 
‘Though a syllabus of training is necessary, yet in my 
opinion the present one is overcrowded. We have for 
the last two years been working more or less on the lines 
of the syllabus, but there are certain parts of it which 
cannot be carried out unless there is a medical 
attached to the hospital, or the nurses are allowed to 
attend outside lectures rhe subjects I refer to are the 
elementary Science Course and the Practical Physiology 
demonstrations which necessitate a laboratory It will 
be a thousand pities if in the long run the practical side 
of nursing is allowed to deteriorate because the lecture 
time encroaches too much upon the hours which ought 
to be devoted to the patients After all hospitals do 
exist also for the nursing of the sick 

Miss Rogers wrote By this Resolution Miss Davies 
does not wish to commit the League to upholding the 
syllabus as it now word for word; she is herself 
of the opinion that it might with advantage be simplified 
but she holds that (1) A syllabus is needed for the guidance 
of Training Schools. (2) That it should not be watered 
down to meet the requirements of small hospitals, but 
that on the contrary the standard in these hospitals should 
be raised 3) That all ‘ Recognised Hospitals should 
be required to take the syllabus and to teach their pro 
bationers on it 

“With regard to No. 1.,I think nearly every matron of 
a hospital with a Training School has felt for many years 
the need of some standard to work up to. One hospital 
has taught its probationers anatomy, another “‘ does not 
believe in it one gives definite instruction to its pro 
bationers in (and ‘out of) the wards; another maintains 
that it is better to leave them “ to pick these things up 
Is that satisfactory ? I hold strongly that it is a great 
step in advance to have had a syllabus put forth, even 
though it may be overcrowded and have to be amended. 

(2) We are always hearing of the grievances of the 
smaller hospitals and that they can’t get probationers 
This is largely because they look upon them as workers 
(and often cheap workers) and do not realise that it is 
their business to provide teaching and experience in 
return for cheap work. Why should the standard be 
lowered until it is down to this level? In the early 
days of the movement for State Registration one of the 
chief objections was that it would bring nurses down to 
one level, that a nurse trained in London would be on the 
same plane as one trained in a cottage hospital, if both 
passed the same examination. Well, cream has a way of 
rising to the top. Men who pass the same examinations 
do not go through life all the same pattern as though 
stamped out of a machine—and so I think the best nurses 
will come to their own—but I maintain that if an exam- 
ination is to be of real value it must demand a high 
standard ; if it is made so easy that all but the very lazy 
and feeble-minded can get through, it is of no value at 


was 


League 


approved as 


said 


school 


stands, 


all. The object of an examination is to make people 
work, not only the poor long-suffering probationer but 
also the authorities who have undertaken to give her 


some training. 
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3) As a safeguard to probationers If a host 
wishes to be recognised as a ‘ training school ' 
surely not unreasonable to expect that Te COLNItior 
gniti 


will be a guarantee that it will train its Pupils on 
lines set forth by the G.N.C. Schools which . 
that they prepare their pupils for 
examinations have to bring these same pupils up tot 

required standard, or they will fail to satisfy + 
Examiners.’ Why should not nurs« training schools by 
expected to do the The general public mat 
Committees, and (low be it spoken ts 
think systematic teaching 

think it quite sufficient to 
3 years, to “ pick up any 


advertis 


certain Tecognis 


Same f 
some doctors d 
necessary for a 
turn her into the 

crumbs of knowledgs 


nurse 


come her way. I do not wish to be misunderst, 
many excellent nurses have been trained in this y 
but now that there is a recognised Council, one of whow 


duties will be to superinte nd the teaching and the exar 
ination of nurses, one hopes that the haphazard metha 
of the past will give way to some which are more sci¢ ntif 
A resolution was sent to the G.N.C. from the meeting 
differing from that of Miss Davies in these words 
syllabus of training set out on the lines of the 


syllat 
of examination subjects 
OUR LAWN TENNIS CUP COMPETITION. 
St. Thomas's v. Middlesex. 


his match which was played throughout in a stea 
downpour of rain on the afternoon of June 15th, result 
in a win for St. Thomas's The ( 
are to be congratulated on the admirable spirit and gri 
determination shown to carry this fixture through regar 
less of the 





awful weather conditions 
St. Thomas's. Middlesex 


\ Teams. Nurse Bice Sister Morrison 
Welldon ° P. M. Morms 
B Teams, Sister Dyer Nurse Caudwell 


; Parsons Saunders 

The Middlesex pair were the first to settle down 
the “A match and won the first two games, but fro! 
this point their opponents were the most 
carrying all before them and winning the set by 6—- 
Both teams showed remarkable judgment in placing the 
wet and heavy ball. Although the second set went! 
St. Thomas's by 6—1, most of the games went to deuce 

The ‘‘B” match was a replica of the “A” match 
the Middlesex pair winning the first two games in the 
first set, which eventually went in St. Thomas's fave 
by 6—2. The latter also won the second set by 6- 
The play of both hospitals was remarkably good uncer 
unfavourable weather conditions 


aggressive 


; 


such 


Strong local feeling on behalf of Mrs Taylor matro! 
of Huntingdon Workhouse for the last 27 years, has bee 
roused by her resignation under pressure from the Ministr 
of Health. The Board is unanimous in their sympathy 
with her. The resignation was accepted with regret, af 
it is hoped that Mrs. Taylor’s superannuation will not a 
jeopardised. The position is consequent upon the deat 
of the infant of a young woman who bicycled to ™ 
workhouse, and was left practically unattended Te 
feeling seems to be that the matron was made the scape 
goat for a faulty system; one Guardian also emphasise 
the ‘‘ tardy response to the call of duty of the medics 
officer. 





E. Leo Lyle, chairman 
East End, a donati 
furnishing the nuts 


The Queen has had sent to Mr. C 
of Queen Mary’s Hospital for the 
of £100 ‘towards the cost of 
sitting room.”’ 


last week 


The photograph of Miss Vincent published Lafayett 


was by the well-known photographers, Messrs 
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teams of these institutions 
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REPENTANCE AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS. 


PEAKING at Trinity Church, Hampstead, on June 
S llth, the Rev. H. Anson, M.A., remarked that 
repentance really meant change of outlook, our 
whole conception of conduct being more complicated 
than in a previous age when we were held responsible 
for bad actions, whilst good actions were credited not to 
ys, but to inspiration 

Flowing in us was a strong currect of primitive emotions 
for whose existence we were not responsible, instincts useful 
to the race in the past, surviving long after their purpose 
had disappeared. Some people, unaware of such emo 
tions, denied the existence of the ape and tiger in them 
but, if wise and honest, we must admit the element of 
crude passions in all of us, which were not to be ignored but 
treated. 

The religious ideal had been to repress these instincts 
to feign that they did not exist. Modern psychology 
asserted that the repression of any instinct was wrong 
we must not ignore, repress or abuse them, but sublimate 
refine) and make the crude instincts the instruments 
of heroic achievement; a great truth, though not new 
A herd instinct could become a social instinct as in the 
choice of a society, a group of people with a common 
cause at heart 

The race instinct could be exaggerated. ‘‘ My country, 
right or wrong,’’ should become ‘‘ | am English, and must 
do my best to perfect my own race. I may criticise, but 
must serve it, for the sake of humanity. 

The sex instinct was at the root of all creative art; 
it was said that those with no sex emotions could not 
become great musical composers. Extreme sexuality 
could be combated by using the emotion for humanity, 
not inits cruder form. The combative instinct was useful; 
most people were lazy and few fought for noble aims. 
Turn the energy intothe right channel, fight for the 
solidarity of mankind, the co-operation of nations, the 
education of the poor and unfit, and fight with spiritual 
weapons 

We were responsible for our own development; let us 
get rid of the ape, tiger and donkey in us 





COLLEGE OF NURSING. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


We have received from the Coll ge of Nursing some 
further particulars about the Conference which fellows 
the annual meeting at Cardiff next Thursday evening 
Miss Darbyshire, R.R.C., will open the discussion on 

The Education of the Modern Girl as a Professional 
Nurse,’’ Miss Coode, Sister-Tutor, St. Thomas's Hospital 
Miss Collin, Headmistress, Cardiff High School and Miss 
Thornton Down, Sister-Tutor, Royal Hants. County 
Hospital, Winchester, will speak on ‘‘ The General 
Education of a Nurse ’’; Miss Innes, R.R.C., D.N. (Leeds), 
Matron, General Infirmary, Leeds, and Miss Williams, 
Staff Nurse, Cardiff Union Infirmary, will speak on ‘“‘ The 
Probationer Nurse in Training ’’; Miss Lindall, Matron, 
Hospital for Women and Children, Leeds, will speak on 
‘The Certificated Nurse in the Hospital ’’ and Miss Watt, 
County Supt., Kirkcaldy; Miss Bompas, Secretary, 
London Centre and Miss Viney, Hon. Secretary, Public 
Health Section of the College will speak on ‘“‘ The Nurse 
Outside the Hospital as a Citizen.’’ The chairman of the 
Conference is Professor Ewen J. Maclean, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
E.RS. r 

Brighton and Hove. 


On July 4th a Tennis Tournament will take place 
at the Royal Sussex County Hospital Open to all 
nurses. Members of Centre free. Non-members Is. 
Names of players to be sent to Miss Yell, 37, Devonshire 
Place, Brighton, by June 27th. 


Swansea, 
— Monday, July 2nd, 7 p.m., Club-room, Y.M.C.A., 
“iiss Sheriff MacGregor, R.R.C. (College Organising 


Secretary) on the proposed Superannuation Scheme. All 


nurses cordially invited. 


At the annual general meeting last week Viscount 
Gladstone said during the year newly-created posts had 
been filled by a matron for a new Government Hospital 
Mauritius; a nurse-matron for the Cottage Hospital 
lortola, Virgin Islands; and an assistant matron for the 
Holberton Hospital, Antigua. Every nurse was a 
blessing in the district—an inestimable boon and benefit 


to the whole community. 

Miss A. M. MacBride (trained Wigan Royal Infirmary 
matron Kuala Lumpur European Hospital, said work 
abroad was very different to work at home, but varied 
and intensely interesting. The heat in Nigeria made 
theatre work very trying, but the aim of all was to carry 
it out as in the hospitals at home Sisters may have to 


train the natives with all the difficulties of the language 
in addition to nursing duties. Other hospitals were only 
supervised by O.N.A. sisters with a trained staff 
rhe Association had 482 nurses all over the but 
she would like to see that number doubled, so that millions 


native 
work 


of the ignorant might be taught even the rudiments of 
child welfare and the treatment of minor ailments. She 
thanked the Chairman and the Council on behalf of the 
nurses who were “ doing their bit thousands of miles 
from their own homes and friends for the great kindness 
and interest that was invariably shown by the O.N.A 
towards them, ! 
LEAGUE MEETINGS. 
rhe matron of Fir Vale Hospital, Sheffield (Mrs. A. ¢ 


Lawson) cordially invites all past members of her nursing 
staff to a Reunion (Garden Party if possible) on Saturday 


July l4th, 2.30 to 7 p.m. Will those coming from a 
distance, who would like to stay the night, inform her 
a day or two before 

rhe annual meeting of the Royal Infirmary Nurses 


League was held at Leicester on Thursday last week in the 
Recreation Room of the Nurses’ Home A great many 
members attended and hearty greetings were exchanged 


Miss Vincent expressed regret at the absence of Miss 
G. A. Rogers and Miss J. Davies on account of illness 
All stood while she read the names of the members 
who had “ passed on during the year, Miss Agnes 
Sawyer, Miss R. Clarke and Mrs. R. C. Harkness. After 
formal business a discussion took place on the syllabus 
of training which we report elsewher Evidently the 


present training syllabus is considered rather too full of 
theory, so that enough time is not left for practical work 
The following resolution was also sent to the Minister of 
Health : ‘‘ The Annual Meeting of the Leicester Royal 
Infirmary Nurses’ League protests against any further 
widening of the portal of State Registration for the purpose 
of admitting untrained nurses to the General Part of the 
Register.”’ 

Miss Pell-Smith in a short speech said, she 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick’s non-election to the G 
she was keenly interested in nurses and thei 

Tea and a most enjoyable social gathering took plac« 


regretted 
N.( as 
welfare 


in the Home after the meeting, and the new wards were 
open for inspection. 
rhe first annual Reunion of the Derbyshire Royal 


Infirmary Nurses (June 12th) was a great success, and 
in the excitement of meeting old friends the weather was 
quite forgotten. Among a goodly number who returned 


to their old training school were three who trained 33 
years ago. A bouquet of choice carnations was pre 
sented to the Matron (Miss M. E. Sutcliffe, R.R.C.) on 
behalf of the sisters by Mr. E. Collier Green, Senior 


Member of the Hon. Staff. Tennis and clock golf were 
played, and past and present nurses were most interested 
in the hard tennis court now being laid. Through the 
kindness of Mr. H. T. Ann a string band played during 


the afternoon. 


Wigan Infirmary a 
happy Reunion of 


On the fiftieth anniversary of the 
fine new theatre was opened. A 
nurses took place. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment, 
and nursing matters ave answered free of charge in this 
column, if accompanied by the coupon below and by the 
full name and address of the writer. Answers by post 2s. 6d 
and ls. (see coupon). 


Nursing, Etc. 

Starch Baths (M.R.).—A starch bath is prepared bY 
mixing 1 lb. of starch in a bowl with water, then addin® 
it to 30 gallons of water; the heat is regulated with 
bath thermometer according to the doctor's orders 
Starch baths are not often used, but in cases of scaly skin 
disease, such as eczema, they are occasionally ordered 


Cavell Homes (L.D.).—For particulars as to charge 
and application form, apply to Miss W. E Hall 
Secretary, 32, North Audley Street, W.1 The Homes 
are Coombe Head, Haslemere; The Crossways, Winder 
mere; The Hollies, West Norwocd; Raven House, 


Adderley 
Home for Cripple Woman (Heather).—Write to Hostels 
for Invalid Workers, 11, Love Walk, Camberwell, London, 


S E The Home of Rest for Women Workers, Woodside, 
Whetstone, N.; All Hallows’ Hospital, Ditchingham, 
Bungay, Norfolk: Home of the Holy Rood, Worthing, 
Sussex 

Holidays. 


Lodgings at Eastbourne (F.S.).—The terms you quote 
are very low for this year. You might try Mrs. Ayers, 
26, ¢ eylon Place, Eastbourne; Mrs. B. Collins, 4, Sydney 
Road, Eastbourne; The Proprietor, 68, Longstone Road, 
Eastbourne; Mrs. Imeson, 5, Victoria Place, Eastbourne 
Mrs. Radford, 25, Firle Road, Eastbourne. 


PENSIONS NURSING SERVICE. 


In reply to a question as to the numbers and grades 
and duties of the Pensions Nursing Service and the 
possibility of transferring their duties to the regional 
commissioners and medical superintendents, Major Tryon 
stated that the only members of the Ministry Nursing 
Service employed at headquarters were the Matron-in 
Chief and the Principal-Matron engaged in the general 
supervision and co-ordination of the work of the whole 
Nursing Service. He did not consider that the suggested 
transference would be in the interests of either economy 
or efficiency. 





NURSES FOR INDIA. 


An official notice has been issued asking 
nurses for India—age 27-35, full training, 
Particulars from the Secretary, Military 
india Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 


for temporary 
C.M.B. Cert 
Department, 


Two patients lost their lives and four others were 
injured in a fire at the Highbury Ministry of Pensions 
Hospital, Birmingham, when an open-air ward was de- 
stroyed. The Prince of Wales broke his journey from 
Harborne to Coventry to enquire for the injured men, 
one of whom was not out of danger. Nurse Wright, 
who showed great courage in the rescue, was presented 
as nurse-in-charge of the destroyed ward. 


DEATH. 
We regret to hear of the death of Nurse Florence E. 
Hallam, a third year nurse at Beckett Hospital, Barnsley. 





NURSING TIMES. /une 23rd, 1923. 
COUPON FOR FREE ADVICE IN OUR COLUMNS, 
Legal, Charity, Nursing, Travel, Employment. 


Answers by post— Legal, 2s. 6d.; other questions 1s. 


and 
stamped envelope. 











APPOINTMENTS. 


Matrons and Assistant Matrons, 
Miss MINNIE, Second Assistant Matron, Lambeth 
Hospital —. 
[rained at Lambeth 
morland and 
Superintendent 
School 
BisHop. Miss A. M., Matron Jessop Hospital for Women 
She ffield 
Trained at King’s College Hospital. LILA ¢& 
Andrew's. C.M.B. Certif‘cate Examiner in Prac. 
tical Nursing, St. James’ Hospital Balham 1922.3 
Sister-Tutor, King’s College Hospital; Home Sister 
Night Superintendent, Sister, Medical and Surgicg 
Wards, in charge X-ray De partment Theatre 
Sister, T.F.N.S.; Sister, Shadwell Childre n's Hospital 
and North-Eastern Fever Hospital Ri 
CHEESMAN, Miss MINNIE, Superintendent 
Law Infirmary, Old Windsor 
Trained at Hammersmith Infirmary ( 
Marylebone Institution: Theatr Nurse and 
Ward Sister, Hammersmith Maic stone 
Nursing Sister, Government Instructional Factory 
for Disabled Men. : 
CRAWFORD, Miss Kate, Asst. Matron and 
Ballymena District Hospital 
Trained at Belfast Union Infirmary 


ASH, 


Infirmary. Staff Nurse, Wee 
County Hospital; Night and Day 


third Assistant-Matron at Training 


Nurse, Poor 
M.B 

otait 
Sister 


Cert, St 


Theatre Nurse 


Assistant Nurs 


in same Institution 
GERMAN, Miss IDA M., Matron, The Faire Hospital 
Leicester. 


rrained at Leicester Royal Infirmary Sister, Leicester 
Royal Infirmary; Sister, Leicester War Hospital 
Assistant-Matron, Royal Hampshire County Hospital 
Winchester. 

MACRAE, Miss, Asst 
Coulsdon, Surrey 

Trained at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. Asst 

Crichton Royal Mental Hospital, Dumfries 
YorkK, Miss EstuHer, first Assistant-Matron, Lambeth 
Hospital. 

Trained at Bagthorpe Infirmary, Nottingham; City 
Fever Hospital, Leeds; C.M.B. Cert. Ward and Theatre 
Sister, Royal Hospital for Children, Glasgow Staff 
Nurse and Sister, Second Northern General Military 
Hospital, Leeds; Sister, Queen’s Hospital for Children 
Hackney; Night Sister, West Ham Union Infirmary 
W hipps Cross; Home Sister, Trinity Nursing Home, 
Torquay ; third Assistant-Matron, Southwark Union 
lafirmary. 


Matron, Netherne Mental Hospital 


Matron 


Sisters. 
KERSHAW, Miss E. M., Sister, Isolation Hospital, East 
Ham. 
Trained at 
King’s 


King’s College Staff Nurse 

College Hospital; Charge Nurse, M.A.B.; 
Sister, Anglo-American Nursing Home, Rome; 
Private Nursing in America; Sister and Deputy- 
Matron, Borough Hospital, Wolverhampton 

SEELEY, Miss GLapys A., Sister, Isolation Hospital 
East Ham. 

Trained at Monsall Fever Hospital, Infirmary and 
Dispensary, Bolton. Sister, Q.A.1.M.N.S. (R.) ; Sister 
Borough Hospital, Croydon; Sister, Royal Victoria 
Hospital, Netley. 


Public Health. 


Hospital 


Tuomas, Miss NEttte, Health Visitor and School Nurse 


City of Bangor. 

Trained at Brownlow Hill Hospital, Liverpool. General 
Nurse and Part-time Health Visitor and School 
Nurse, Barmouth; Genera] Nurse, Ceerigyvdruidion 
General Nurse and Part-time Health Visitor and 
School Nurse, Llangefin. ; 

Berry, Miss NELLIE, School Nurse and Health Visitor 
under the Lytham Saint Annes Borough Education 
Committee. veal 

Trained at Victoria Hospital, Blackpool. School 
Nurse to the Waterloo-with-Seaforth U.D.C.; Sister 
Hospital, Port Sunlight, Cheshire; Night Superim 

ten t:nt Hospital fo r Women, Liverpool 
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HAT maternal nursing is the only right method of 
feeding an infant is now accepted by every medical 
authority. Experience has proved that, when 

naturally fed, there is more certainty of a baby growing 
up to sturdy, healthy childhood. 


Maternal nursing is natural and should be possible with every mother. 
Maternal milk is germ free, of correct composition, and protects the 
child from serious diseases of nutrition, such as rickets, etc. 
Testimony to the remarkable value of “ Ovaltine”’ in promoting 
lactation is being daily received from Doctors and Nurses. When 
“ Ovaltine ’’ has been taken before the birth and continued throughout 
the nursing period the milk, in quality and quantity, has been 
uniformly excellent. In cases where “ Ovaltine’”’ had not been 
taken during pregnancy and the milk has been poor and insufficient 
at the birth, the use of “ Ovaltine” has quickly resulted in an 
adequate supply of rich milk. 


“ Ovaltine ” benefits the mother as well as the child, safeguarding 
her health and maintaining her strength. 


OVALT 


NIC FOOD BEVERAGE 
Enables Mothers to Breast Feed their Babies 


N 5 


8 





CHSBUC-LID DC: 


REASONS WHY. 
1. A Complete Food. 


“Ovaltine"' is a com- 
plete food. It supplies 
nourishment for every tissue 
of the body, promotes gen- 
eral nutritional welfare and 
stimulates the secretion and 
flow of arich supply of milk 


2. High Food Value. 

“Ovaltine"’ has a high 
food value. 
beverage prepared from it 
has the food value of three 
eggs. It provides an ideal 
means of reinforcing the 
diet of the mother, 


3. Aids Digestion. 

* Ovaltine " is a powerful 
aid tothe digestion of cther 
foods. It increases the 
digestibility of milk two- 
fold, and for the same reason 
forms a valuable addition to 
cerea! foods 


4. Delicious Flavour. 
**Ovaltine *’ Tonic Food 
Beverage we to the 
appetite an delights the 
taste, It is a welcome ad- 
dition to the diet of the 
nursing mother and is par- 
ticularly useful where the 
appetite is capricious, 
Solid by all Chemssts and 
Stores at 1/6, 2/5 and 4/6. 
The makers will be 
leased to send to aquali- 
ied nurse a sufficient 
quantity for trial in any 
case she has under her 
charge. 


One cup of the 


A. WANDER, 
(Dept. 153), 

45, Cowcross STREET, 
Lonpon, E.C.1 
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Every Case becomes— 


less exacting 
with COW & GATE MILK FOOD, because 


it ensures the greatest possible nourishment, even 
when the digestive powers are at their lowest ebb. 


Gate 
Food 


The ready assimilation of COW & GATE MILK 
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PURVEYORS TO): : ; 
ms MAJESTY THE, KiNG FOOD makes it the perfect foster-food for infants, 
“GOVERNMENT, WA : . w 

Coun sitvERo BRONZE MOONS The fact that it never causes vomiting proves how 


entirely pure COW & GATE MILK FOOD xs. 





Awarded the Certificate of 


FREE SAMPLE THE INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE. 
together with full particulars and any B a b ie Ss ss oO UD e It ] 
advice or information desired, will be * 
gladly sent on receipt of name and = 


address. Dept. 5, COW & GATE HOUSE, GUILDFORD, SURREY. 























| spoonful of Idozan contains approximately 4 grains of pure Iron. 





TRiPiINATE Most effective in all cases of Rheumatism, Sciatica, Neurasthenia, Insomnia, Heart 


wee? Troubles, Poor Circulation, Lumbago, Muscle Stiffness and Sprains. 


SALTS Contains Isobornylalyl-Pineole, the highly medicinal properties of which penetrate 


through the tissues and muscles, doing their work effectively. 


Colourless and clean, has a delightful aromatic pertume, health giving and stimulating. 


Retail! from all 
=23_ TRIPINATE 
1/6 Ve imi 
pun canton go pincoe curative BATH SALTS 


MAKE YOUR BATH A SPA 





Enquiries for special terms, booklet and free sample are courteously invited by 
COLE & WILSON, RAILWAY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD. 


does not CnStepatte,distus | 
" abated tet 


Idozan is a Colloidal Iron Concentrate, prescribed as an Oxy-Hzmoglobin Excitant in the 
treatment of Anzmia. 
| The treatment of Anemia with Iron preparations has often been disappointing, partly owing to the protracted 


CSCS/4323T 








period 





| necessary to effect a cure, and also on account of dyspepsiaand constipation. These disadvantages have now been a 
} come. With Idozan it is possible to prescribe a large amount of assimilable Iron in each dose which will be tolerated 
by even highly sensitive stomachs, and not cause constipation, digestive disturbance or discolour the teeth. A te@ 





CHAS. ZIMMERMANN & CO., (Chem.) Ltd., Ferrosan Dept., 9-10, St. Mary-at-Hill, London, B.S _ 


—— — 














It is well to mention “ The Nursing Times ” when answering its Advertisements. 





l 





i 


5/4323T 
— 














THE NURSING TIMES, Jone 23, 1923 








THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY NURSES 








a 


THE USE OF DRUGS IN 


MID WIFER Y*—(continued.) 


By A. H. Ricuarpson, F.R.C.S., Assistant Obstetric Surgeon, General Lying-in Hospital. 


Very good practice in my opinion is to give it 
in that type of labour which has been prolonged 
and where the patient is exhausted, where also 
forceps have been used and the head is already 
delivered. Give it immediately after delivery of 
the head, wait for the next pains to deliver the 
body and probably the rest of the third stage will 
be very satisfactory. 

For P.P.H. that is going on it is also very 
useful—providing it is all ready in the syringe and 
one has an assistant either to keep a tight hold of 
the uterus or to give the injection, but the attend- 
ant should naturally not leave the patient with 
P.P.H. to cross a room, get ready the injection 
and give it ! 

In such a case I would say 

]. Massage and manipulate the uterus in every 

way possible. 

2. Bimanual compression. 

{8. The assistant to give the injection, 
or the assistant to hold on to the uterus and 
massage it while the attendant gives the injection 
that has already been got ready. 

In such a case pituitary followed by intra- 
muscular ergotin is good as the former acts rapidly 
and the ergotin has a slower but more prolonged 
action. Give pituitrin intra-muscularly. 

A great deal will depend on circumstances as to 
whether a midwife uses pituitrin, but I have said 
enough to make it clear that it is a dangerous 
drug used at {the wrong time. 

Te sum up :—Never use it in the first stage. 
It is not advisable in second stage, but is often 
used when there is obviously no obstruction—head 
is low in pelvis or at the outlet, ¢.g., in multipare 
with previous easy labours. In third stage it is 
most useful and also for P.P.H. Sometimes for 
A.P.H. under the same conditions as ergot but 
the latter is better. 

Now to pass on to the narcotics and sedatives. 
Narcotics are drugs which produce narcosis, 1.¢., 
sleep, but the word also implies that in large 
doses they also depress the heart and respirations. 
The chief narcotic used in midwifery is opium and 
MS various derivatives, for example morphia, 
omnopon, heroin, etc., and another narcotic in 
‘ommon use is hyocine, which is also known as 
“opolomine and largely used as the basis of 
Twilight Sleep.” ; 

oo have a soothing action on the nervous 
) nd may produce sleep in this way. There 





. 
“Lecture delivered | at the Post Graduate Course for 
wives, General Lying-in Hospital. 


are two that I should like to say a few words about 
—namely chloralhydrate and bromides. 

First to take opium. You will remember that 
by the regulations issued under the Dangerous 
Drugs Act, 1920, certified midwives, who have 
notified their intention to practice—and this last 
is the important phrase—are authorised under 
appropriate conditions to purchase and be in 
possession of medicinal opium for use in the 
practice of midwifery. 

There are two preparations of opium which | 
think are useful to midwives, namely the opium 
pill and the tincture of opium—commonly called 
laudanum. Opium is prepared in India and China 
and other parts of Asia, and in France, from the 
poppy—the large white single sleep poppy—and 
it was discovered in very ancient days that the 
dried juice of the poppy would remove pain and 
induce sleep. 

The seed pod of the poppy is scraped with a 
many-bladed knife and the white juice runs out, 
dries in the sun, when it turns brown, is scraped 
off and collected and worked up into balls and 
cakes. 

The opium pill contains 1 grain of opium; you 
need no measure glass and so there is no erro! 
of dosage. 

The tincture of opium contains 1 grain of opium 
in 15 minums. Remember that it looks exactly 
like liq. extract of ergot so always keep it in a 
different kind of bottle and take great care to 
read the label before and after pouring out the 
dose. 

Morphia is the active principle; it is known as 
the alkaloid of opium. Given hypodermically 
using doses of 1/8th to $ a grain it has a rapid 
action. 

Omnipon is derived from morphia but it is 
claimed that the disagreeable properties of the 
latter (flatulence, nausea, constipation) are 
removed and its good properties remain. 

Heroin is another preparation of morphia and 
is used largely as a narcotic in eclampsia. 

To return to the two preparations which are 
useful to the midwife, the opium pill and tincture 
of opium. In pregnancy just as ergot is useful in 
severe hemorrhage of abortion in helping the 
uterus to evacuate its contents and in checking 
hemorrhage, so in cases where the abortion is only 
threatening and hemorrhage is slight the narcotics 
and sedatives are useful in checking the irritability 
of the uterus and thus stopping the contractions. 
It is always useful in hemorrhage of any kind to 
produce that peace of mind and body which is 
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conducive to a restful condition of the patient 
that gives the best chance of natural cessation of 
bleeding. You will remember how restless patients 
with hemorrhage become and this restlessness 
tends to aggravate the hemorrhage by increasing 
the heart’s action, so what is called a “ vicious 
circle ” is produced. . : 

So in severe hemorrhage of abortion give a 
full dose of ergot to check hemorrhage and once 
that is under control, give a dose of opium to 
keep the patient at rest and lessen the shock to 
the nervous system. 

In mild hemorrhage of abortion, give a dose of 
opium to act as a sedative to the uterus and the 
whole body, awaiting the arrival of assistance. 

It is very usual in threatened abortion for the 
doctor to order an initial dose of morphia (gr. 1, 3rd) 
and to follow this up with a dose of chloral hydrate 
gr.xx. and pot. bromide gr.xx. or pot. bromide 
gr.xx. four hourly. 

(To be Concluded.) 


REMINISCENCES OF TRAINING. 


Y first recollections of training as a midwife are 
M associated with the district. We were called 
one midnight, and on arrival at the address, we 
were shown a room where everything had been pushed 
out of sight and hidden by a fancy screen. The floor 
had been washed, but somehow the patient had been 
forgotten in the excitement. Never shall I forget the 
fecling when I thought about the baby who would shortly 
be added to the ranks of twelve living in two rooms and 
a back kitchen. There was little bedding and no baby 
clothes, but kind neighbours soon found clothes for both 
mother and baby. The window had been nailed up to 
“‘prevent the patient catching cold.’’ The second stage 
of labour was delayed due to lax abdominal] walls, however 
the delivery was normal and we left the patient with a 
lovely boy. The mother, having suffered with heartburn 
during pregnancy, was sure baby would have lots of 
hair, and sure enough he fulfilled her prophesy. 


Another patient once told me her baby was covered 
with suet because its father worked at the sewage farm. 

Another night, after two miles walk, we were greeted 
thus, by an old lady, ‘“‘ Hurry nurse, the baby’s born, 
it just came with two pains.” The husband was a 
policeman and when asked why we were not called 
sooner he said, ‘‘ The baby was so long, I thought I 
could stay and clean my tunic.” 

My district work included a face and breech presenta- 
tion, also a case of post-partum hemorrhage, and when 
I had finished I was quite sorry, because I had found 
pleasure in overcoming such difficulties as chairs minus 
legs, cracked dishes, leaking buckets, and most of all 
keeping on the right side of mother-in-laws who can do 
much harm when not quite in sympathy with 
fangled "’ ways of nursing. ‘ 


* new 


In hospital one has not the difficulties, but the work 
is no less interesting or exciting. One case was an 
eclamptic, the baby being born alive. Matron gave 
instructions that the baby was not to be with its mother 
The patient had no fit during the night and at 4 p.m., the 
day following asked for her baby. I gave it to her 
thinking she would be all right now, and continued my 
ward work. Suddenly she had a fit, and during the foi- 
lowing few seconds I was punished for my disobedience. 
Putting the gag in the patient’s mouth I removed the 
baby, who was unhurt. Never since have I risked leaving 
a baby with an eclamptic patient. My reminiscences 
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would not be complete without a word about our tj 
feet and method of study. After duty, most of they 
congregated in my room, and an outsider would have } 
amused to see each with feet in water askin vesti 
and practising mechanisms. I'm afraid the dyy 
had strange ways through the pelvis. 

There would be a rush at 10.20 p.m.,to get everyt 
out of sight before night sister's visit and “ lights o 

J.B 

I was trained in Plaistow, and have very happy men 
ries of the time I spent there. 

On the whole we were a very cheery crowd of pup 
and whether we were busy weighing babies, or gs 
Glaxo at the clinic, visiting patients, attending ¢ 
or lectures, or pushing the unlucky “ Jimmy” thro 
the model pelvis (often at the most impossible angles ty 
I think we were usually happy. 

I had the good fortune to witness one Czsarian Sectig 

East London is a land of contrasts, where sorrow and 
joy often dwell under one roof and riches side by side witht 
poverty. On one occasion I had two patients both 
primapare) in the same street,a noisy street with stall 
on either side, and very little room to move aboutll 
One of these patients was a girl of 19, who lived in ; 
third storey of a dirty airless house. She was very 
and had only the bare necessaries for herself and the 
baby. The other woman was a rich Jewess. She li ed 
in a large flat above her shop; the kitchen was tiled 
the whole house was spotless; and the patient 
surrounded by the luxuries of life. 

It was a great joy to us all to be allowed (in our 
time) to sit in the little garden at the back of the Hon 

In the Chapel we had prayers twice daily, 
once a week the chaplain came to celebrate. Q 
those who ‘“‘ know ”’ can estimate just what these se 
meant to us. 

Perhaps it is not till training days are over, and oni 
launched to stand alone, that one realises the true value) 
of the help given by those in authority. I, for one, have 
grown to be extremely grateful for the patience, individual] 
attention and friendship of those in control, and 
Nurses’ Home has become to me a “ Home ”’ indeed. 

B. M. E. 


C.M.B. EXAMINATION. 
QUESTION AND ANSWER. 


Question 2.— How do you recognise a breech presentation ® 
Describe in detail your management of the first and seco 
stages of labour in an uncomplicated case of this natunt 

A breech presentation is recognised by— 

(i) Abdominal Examination. On inspection the funds 
of the uterus may appear narrower and the lower paft 
wider than in a vertex presentation. On palpation @ 
mass less hard than the head is presenting at the pelvity 
brim. The area of greatest resistance will denote the? 
position of the back. The limbs are felt on the opposite, 
side to the back lower down than in a vertex presentation; 
On palpating the fundus the hard, round head will be felt, 
and possibly the ledge of the anterior shoulder. 
head can be moved independently of the trunk. Hit 
legs areextended ballottement of the head is more difficul 
The fetal heart sounds are best heard above or ona le 
with the umbilicus, through the back of the child. 


(ii) Vaginal Examination. Before rupture of them 
branes the presenting part may be high and the bag 
water elongated. The mass presenting 1s more} 
and less hard than the vertex, and no sutures or fontanell 
can be felt. After rupture of the membranes, the di 
nostic points are the anus, which grasps the finger, & 
cleft between the buttocks, the sacrum and coccyx, His 
external genitals, the soft buttocks, the fold of the g 
and the ischial tuberosities. In a complete breech 
line of the toes, the heel, and inner border of the 
will be felt. Meconium may stain the examining fi 
or escape per vaginam 

(Concluded on page 17). 
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